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(Lesson for May 14) 
Lesson 7.—Discipline in the Home 
‘ 1 Kings 5:1-7; Prov. 4:1-4; 10:1; 
9 18:24; 20:11; 22:6; 29:17; Eph. 6:1-4 
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, Y P 
By E. Margaret Clarkson 


OR Thy Gift of God the Spirit, 
With us, in us, e’er to 
Pledge of life and Hope of glory, 
Saviour, we would worship Thee. 


He who in Creation’s dawning, 
Brooded o’er the pathless deep, 

Still across our nature’s darkness 
Moves to wake our sou 









, to quicken; 
Thrusts us throxrfgh with sense of sin; 

Then, Himself, xhe Pledge, He seals us 
Saving Advocate within. 


ghty God, indwells us: 
strengthen, help, empower; 
overcome the Tempter 

urs to call in danger’s hour. 


He it is, the Living Author, 
Wakes to life the sacred Word; 

Reads with us its holy pages, 

And reveals our risen Lord. 


He it is who works within us, 
Teaching rebel hearts to pray; 
He whose holy intercessions 
Rise for us both night and day. 


In His strength we dare to battle 
All the fiery hosts of sin 

And by Him alone we conquer 
Foes without and foes within. 


Father, grant Thy Holy Spirit 
In our hearts may rule today, 


Grieved not, quenched not, but unhindered 


Hold us ‘neath His mighty sway. 


Fill us with Thy holy fullness, 
God the Father, Spirit, Son; 

In us, through us, then, forever, 
Shall Thy perfect will be done. 
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‘OUR F ATHER 
The Lord’s Prayer for Children 


By E. Margaret Clarkson 


10. Tay Kinepom ComE 


ee HAT hymn shall we sing this 
morning?” asked Miss MacDon- 
ald. Sometimes the children sang their 
hymn before the Scripture reading in 
Miss MacDonald’s room, and sometimes 
after. Today it was to be before. 

“O Worship the King,” said Anne, 
quickly. She loved that hymn! 

Miss MacDonald smiled. 

“I’m glad you asked for that one, 
Anne,” she replied. “That’s the very 
one, I was wanting to sing myself.” 

So the children sang all six verses, 
beginning, 


O worship the King, 
All glorious above; 
Oo atefully sing 
is power and His love: 
Our Shield and Defender, 
The Ancient of Days, 
Pavilioned in splendour 
And girded with praise. 


“Do you know why I was thinking of 
that hymn this morning?” asked’ Miss 
MacDonald when the singing was done. 

‘Is it because we are going to study 
‘Thy kingdom come’ today?” inquired 
Kathy. 

“Yes, Kathy, it is,’ was Miss Mac- 
Donald’s answer. “Let’s look at it now. 
Yesterday we saw that the first petition 
Godward was a prayer that we might 
learn to hallow and honor and rever- 
ence God’s holy name,” she began. “To- 
day we are going to think about His 
Kingdom. We saw yesterday that a 
little word that is not printed in that 
first petition is understood to be there 
—what is it?” 

“The word ‘may,’” said Christopher. 
“Is it to be understood here, too?” 

“Yes, Chris, it is. ‘Thy kingdom 
come’ may not sound too much like a 
real petition to you until you put that 
little word in. ‘May Thy kingdom come’ 
—does that sound more as if you are 
really praying for something?” 

The children nodded. That little 
word “may” made all the difference in 
the world. 

“What does ‘Thy kingdom 
mean?” asked Miss MacDonald. 

The children were silent for quite a 
few minutes. They thought they knew, 
but they found it pretty hard to put 
their ideas into words. Miss MacDon- 
ald did ask tough questions sometimes! 

“Well, God is King,” ventured Rose- 
mary. “I guess it means that we are to 
pray for His Kingdom to come.” 


come’ 
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“Come how?” persisted Miss MacDon- 


ald. She was really being difficult this 
morning! 

“Doesn’t the Bible say that one day 
the Lord Jesus will come back to earth 
and be King?” asked Christopher. “Re- 
member our Listening Club lesson on 
the ‘Hallelujah Chorus’; ‘And he shall 
reign for ever and ever, King of kings 
and Lord of lords’?” 

“Good boy, Chris, to think of that!” 
exclaimed Miss MacDonald. “You’re 
perfectly correct. Jesus did promise to 
come back to earth, and to set up His 
Kingdom. Is He King now?” 

“Y—yes, I think so,” said Chris. “Only 
He’s in Heaven now. His Kingdom on 
earth hasn’t come yet.” 

“When He came to earth 2000 years 
ago, didn’t He come to bring His King- 
dom then?” asked Miss MacDonald let- 
ting on that she didn’t know the an- 
swer. 

But the children were wise to that 
one. Hands went up all over the room. 

“No, He didn’t,” declared Virginia. 
“That’s what the Jewish people thought 
He was going to do, but He wasn’t. He 
came to be the Lamb of God that takes 
away the sin of the world.” 

“And then what?” prompted the 
teacher. 

“Then He went back to Heaven, and 
left His disciples to start spreading His 


(Continued on page 354) 





Se er on- 
Open letters 








How Can Ezekiel 18 
Be Reconciled With the 
Teachings of Christ? 


After reading “God’s Security Meas- 
ures” by Gordon Chilvers in THE 
Sunpay Scuoot Troues of August 20, 
1960, I would like to ask a question to 
be answered in “Notes on Open Let- 
ters.” While I believe, just as Mr. 
Chilvers does, in the security of the 
believer, I have a friend with whom 
I have been studying the Bible who 
says, “How can you believe such 
things in the light of the Old Testa- 
ment and especially Ezekiel 18?” She 
has not been able to shake my faith, 
but neither have I been able to 
change her conviction. We both have 
had relatives that seemed to be saved 
for a time, then departed from the 
church. How can we reconcile Ezek- 
iel 18 with the teachings of Christ? 
—A Maine reader. 


Ezekiel was carried away to Babylon 
in captivity early in the conquest of 
Judah by Nebuchadnezzar, and his 
prophecies were uttered while he was 
out of the land. His messages were to 
the “whole house of Israel” and their 
purpose was to keep before the gen- 
erations born in exile the fact that it 
was the national sins of their fathers 
that had brought their people into cap- 


(Continued on page 355) 
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The Comforter-the Holy Spirit 


God’s great gift to the world is the Lord Jesus—‘For 
God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son”—Christ, not in Heaven reigning, not on earth serving, 
but suspended between Heaven and earth, nailed to a 
cross, dying for mankind. Christ’s great gift to the Church, 
to the believer, is the Holy Spirit—‘‘The Comforter . . . 
whom I will send unto you from the Father,” the Holy 
Spirit dwelling in fullness in the believer. The Holy 
Spirit is not a substitute for Christ. He is referred to 
as “another Comforter” or advocate. Christ is the Chris- 
tian’s advocate or representative in Heaven. The Holy 
Spirit is Christ’s advocate, representing His will and His 
interests to the Christian on earth. When we are indwelt 
by the Holy Spirit, we are indwelt by the Father and the 
Son as well. God is not three, but one—one God, existing 
in three personalities, having individual functions, but 
of one substance and essence—one God. When we have 
the Holy Spirit we have the Lord Jesus, and we have 
God our Heavenly Father. When we are filled and 
possessed and led by the Holy Spirit we are. likewise 
filled and possessed and led by the Lord. God the Father 
has sent the Holy Spirit to the believer at the request of 
Christ. Why? To represent Christ even as an ambassa- 
dor represents the country from which he is sent. The 
Holy Spirit is come to fulfill the will of our Lord in our 
lives. He is come in the name of Christ, which means 
He is come not to represent Himself, His own will and 


purpose, but fully to represent Christ. His function is to 
glorify Christ in us, to fulfill Christ’s will, to bestow 
His blessing, to insure in our daily lives Christ’s victory 
over the world, the flesh, and the Devil, which He won 
at Calvary. Perhaps the most difficult lesson for the 
Christian to learn is that he is unable to live the Christian 
life. Moreover God does not expect him to—no, not even 
with the help and strength of God Himself. God’s pur- 
pose is that Christ should live His life in us and through 
us by the Holy Spirit. We are willing to accept the fact 
that we cannot save ourselves, that salvation is by grace 
through faith, one hundred per cent God’s work. Why 
can we not realize that the Christian life is likewise one 
hundred per cent by God, by grace through faith? The 
Christians in the Galatian church made the mistake of 
thinking that they could live the Christian life essentially 
by their own efforts, and we tend to make a similar 
mistake today. God has given us the Holy Spirit to live 
Christ’s life in us, something we can never do. This does 
not mean the denial of human personality. It calls for a 
moment by moment surrender to Christ’s rule and lord- 
ship, which enables the Holy Spirit to fill us and possess 
us and express Christ and His glorious resurrection life 
through us. This is not Christ’s earthly life in Palestine. It 
is the resurrection life of the living Christ here and now, in 
and through us, by the Holy Spirit. “As ye have therefore 
received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him” (Col. 2:6). 





The Historical Significance of 


Pentecost 


By the Rev. Stephen F. Olford 


Pastor, Calvary Baptist Church, New York City 


OLOMON declares that “to every 


come, God sent forth his Son.. 


-” (Gal. 


thing there is a season, and a time 

to every purpose under the heav- 
en” (Eccles. 3:1). No words could bet- 
ter describe the perfect timing with 
which God carries out His continuous 
program on earth. 

The Bible announces the start of this 
Program with that majestic statement: 
“In the beginning God created .. .” 
(Gen. 1:1). Thereafter God indicates 
€évery major crisis in His divine pro- 
gram with an appropriate time signal. 
Concerning the coming of the Lord 
Jesus into the world to save sinners, we 
Tead: “When the fulness of the time was 


4:4). 

The next climacteric event, which 
was the pouring forth of the Holy 
Spirit upon all flesh, was introduced 
with equally clocklike precision. Listen 
to the chime of these words: “When the 
day of Pentecost was fully come .. .” 
(Acts 2:1). Thus God’s program will 
continue until it consummates in what 
Paul calls “the fulness of times” when 
God will have gathered “together in 
one all things in Christ” (Eph. 1:10). 
So you see that it was in the purposeful 
ordering of God that the Holy Spirit 


(Continued on page 352) 
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@ A study made by researchers of Harvard 
University’s School of Public Health gives evi- 
dence that death rates from various types of 
cancer differ remarkably among the three major 
religious faiths in the U. S. While there was 
considerable inconsistency between the differ- 
ent types of cancer, Jews were found to have 
the highest over-all death rate from cancer, with 
Protestants second, and Catholics third. No 
explanation of the phenomenon was attempted, 
although personal habits of the groups was 
hinted as a factor. Further studies are being 
made. 


@ SAIGON, VIETNAM.—Reports indicate that 
V.etnam’s 50-year period of unrestricted entry 
for missionaries has come to an end. New mis- 
sionaries of the Southern Baptist and Mennonite 
churches, of the Wycliffe Bible Translators, and 
the World-wide Evangelization Crusade have 
been denied entry visas. 
missionaries of the Christian and Missionary 
Alliance now on furlough will not be permitted 
to return to their work. Reasons for the gov- 
ernment’s action are not clear. 


@® WASHINGTON, D. C.—Dr. John Scott Ever- 
ton, a Baptist minister, was named by President 
Kennedy as U. S. Ambassador to Burma. Dr. 
Everton holds ordination credentials with the 
American Baptist Convention. Baptists, with a 
membership of 600,000 in Burma, are the larg- 
est Christian group in that country. 


@ SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH.—A marked world 
growth of Mormon adherents during the past 
decade was reported at that group’s annual Gen- 
eral Conference. The cult now totals 1,693,180, 
a growth of about 60 per cent in ten years. 


@ BERLIN, GERMANY.—A spreading atheism 
has turned Germany once again into a missionary 
country, Dr. Hanns Lilje, chairman of the United 
Evangelical Church in Germany, declared here. 
“While in East Germany a belligerent atheism has 
turned into a state ideology,” he said, “this de- 
velopment has been paralleled in West Germany 
by a creeping practical atheism.” 


@ WASHINGTON, D. C.—Conservative Prot- 
estants have not realized the need for dedicated 
government service and are not supplying con- 
gressmen and other government officials from 
their ranks in numbers equal to their ratio in the 
U. S. population, said the Rev. Donald Gill of 
the National Association of Evangelicals in an 


THE TIMES News Report 


It is said that veteran- 





address to students and faculty members from 
14 evangelical colleges meeting here for the 
fourth annual Washington Seminar on Federal 
Service sponsored by the NAE. 


@ The United Presbyterian Church in the 
U. S. A. will likely initiate steps toward union 


with the Protestant Episcopal and Methodist — 


Churches at its annual General Assembly at Buf- 
falo, N. Y., on May 17. The original merger 
proposal was made by Presbyterian Eugene Car- 
son Blake last December. 


@ TRENTON, N. J.—The New Jersey Supreme 
Court ruled here that a $200,000 scholarship 
trust fund for Amherst College could not be re- 
stricted to “Protestant Gentile” boys. In a 5-] 
decision, the court killed a clause in the will of 
C. Edward McKinney, Jr., who had left the be- 
quest as a scholarship loan fund “for deserving 
American-born, Protestant, Gentile boys of good 
moral repute, not given to gambling, smoking, 
drinking or similar acts.” 


@ WASHINGTON, D. C.—The religious issue 
in the 1960 election campaign apparently was 
an advantage to President Kennedy, according 
to a report of the Republican National Commit- 
tee. “When the 1960 returns are compared 
with either 1956 or 1952,” the report said, “it 
is apparent that the most pronounced switch 
found among voters occurred among Catholics. 
In 1956, approximately 50 per cent of the Cath- 
olic voters cast ballots for Eisenhower. In 1960, 
probably fewer than 25 per cent voted for 
Nixon.” 


@ JERUSALEM.—More Dead Sea scrolls. Some 
40 papyrus scrolls containing flawlessly written 
legal and administrative documents have been 
discovered in the Judean wilderness not far from 
the Dead Sea. 


@ ST. PAUL, MINN.—Roman Catholic Arch- 
bishop William O. Brady has commended the 
effort of an organization of Protestant clergymen 
to save Sunday as a day of rest and worship. 
He urged Catholics to join the effort “to keep 
Sunday holy.” 





Vext Whek eee 


Dr. C. Ralston Smith, a Presbyterian minis- 
ter, discusses nondenominational youth groups 
in a significant article. 

Number two in Dr. Glasser’s series on world 
missions: Christian Internationalism. 
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Where Peace Ends 


Christian leaders from three predominantly Buddhist 
countries, Burma, Ceylon, and Thailand, recently at- 
tended a conference in Rangoon the purpose of which 
was to improve communication between Christians and 
Buddhists. The meeting was sponsored by the World 
Council of Churches, the International Missionary Coun- 
cil, and the East Asia Christian Conference. The spon- 
soring groups, according to Religious News Service, felt 
that such a conference was necessary since “there has 
been a tendency among Christians to think of evangelism 
more as a call to teach Christianity to non-Christians 
rather than as an opportunity to listen to what non-Chris- 
tians have to say.” 

The terms of the report lead one to the conclusion that 
this “tendency among Christians” was deplored by the 
conference. At any rate, there was an admitted desire to 
“improve. communication” between the Church and Bud- 
dhism. 

The frame of mind prevailing in the world today at- 
tributes clash and strife in any area to a “breakdown 
of commaunication” between the antagonists, whether those 
antagonists be individuals or nations. If only we would 
try to understand each other, all will be sweetness and 
light, we are told. Our points of tension can be eased by 
initiating conversations in good faith. 

There is some truth in this. Too frequently bitterness 





and argument are attributable to simple misunderstand- 
ings, or the unwillingness of one or both parties involved 
humbly to listen to the other side, and to give the other 
credit for being candid. 

On the other hand, the strife between the Church and 
Buddhism, or any world system of thought, has no such 
breakdown of communication at its source. Rather, quite 
the opposite is the case. A clear understanding of what 
each of the parties is saying is the very thing that causes 
the head-on clash. The more understanding the Chris- 
tian has of what the world is saying, the more profoundly 
he becomes aware of the utter separation between the two 
camps. Christ will establish no concord with Belial. 
Light and darkness cannot co-exist in one place. The 
Church is not engaged in round-table discussions with 
the world. It is engaged in a wrestling against foes far 
worse than those of flesh and blood. Its warfare is with 
principalities, powers, and the world rulers of this dark- 
ness. The glorious company of the apostles, the goodly 
fellowship of the prophets, and the noble army of the 
martyrs did not find that better communication with the 
enemy helped matters. Their encounters with the foe re- 
sulted, not in happily worded concordats, but in blood 
baths. Let us of the holy Church throughout all the 
world not betray this great cloud of witnesses by laying 
down the weapons of our warfare. 





Wilbur M. Smith’s SURVEY 





GIVING BY AMERICAN JEWS.—In a recent issue of Time magazine, a most interesting item 
was brought out in a report of a banquet of the United Jewish Agency held in Miami, Fla. In 
the twenty-two years of its existence, this Agency has raised more than $1,300,000,000, which 
represents nearly $250 for every Jewish man, woman, and child in the United States. This 





means that in twenty-two years, every Jewish individual in America has, on the average, donated 
more to these Jewish causes (this has nothing to do with the support of Jewish synagogues and 
temples) than is given throughout the whole lifetime of millions of members on the rolls of our 
largest denominations. This year alone the United Jewish Agency, employing no outside pro- 
fessional fund raisers, expects to raise $72,000,000, which is approximately one-half of the entire 
sum of money raised for foreign missions by all the Protestant churches of North America. The 
average amount given per member for foreign missions has been raised from $2.26 to $2.75 for 
the year. Even so, it would take eighty-five years of giving at this rate to attain the average 
figure of $250 given by every Jew in this country in the last twenty-two years to one agency 
alone. 


MOSLEM ADVANCE.—A cable to The New York Times from Lagos, Nigeria, carries the 
disturbing information that Islam is making great advances in West Africa. A Roman Catholic 
churchman who has spent many years in this area, has remarked: “Christianity here is skin deep 
only. Some Africans we baptized now go to the mosque and observe Ramadan.” Moslem pam- 
phlets and leaflets are being given the widest circulation, even though there is not any organized 
missionary effort. In Nigeria alone, with a population estimated at 36,000,000, it is thought 
that 15,000,000 are already Moslems; 15,000,000 are pagans; 4,000,000 are Protestants; and 
2,000,000 Roman Catholics. In fact, “fresh converts to Islam along the gulf of Guinea, are 
said to be more rigorous in the observance of their new religion’s commands than members of old 
Moslem families in this part of West Africa.” 
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The Crtsts in World M1sstons 


By Arthur F. Glasser, D.D. 
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The spirit of nationalism has made this Congolese boy and his classmates extremely 


conscious of his nation’s place on the globe. 


RNS photo. 


1. Nationalism—a Menace to Missions? 


ATIONALISM is the great elemen- 

tal force in human affairs today. 

It is of God, yet also of Satan. It 
should be appreciated, but must also be 
feared. It may indicate progress, but 
can also herald the coming of Anti- 
christ. 

A letter from a missionary laboring 
in the Congo pleads for our fellowship 
in “praying away” this menace. At a 
recent missionary convention for uni- 
versity students an African exchange 
student with great eloquence and en- 
thusiasm heralded the rising tide of 
nationalism in Africa today as “the will 
of God.” The senior program of a 
prominent Bible school includes the 
statement, apparently with official con- 
sent, that colonial leaders approve mis- 
sions because they have “helped to 
subdue the nationalist spirit of the peo- 
ple of Africa.” In one of our popular 
evangelical magazines a _ responsible 
Protestant leader, on his return from a 
world trip, defends nationalism as in- 
evitable, even desirable. 

In the light of such a spread of opin- 
ions it is obvious that nationalism is 
both controversial and complex. Some 
scholars would go so far as to state that 
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Arthur F. Glasser, D.D., Director for 
North America of the China Inland 
Mission Overseas Missionary Fellow- 
ship, is widely recognized as one of 
the leading evangelical missionary 
statesmen of our generation. His 
authoritative articles are found in 
many of our leading evangelical 
journals. The Sunday School Times 
is fortunate in obtaining what is per- 
haps Dr. Glasser’s major series deal- 
ing with missionary problems today. 








in all of human history it is a phenom- 
enon peculiar to the twentieth century.1 
Since the Christians living in this gen- 
eration are responsible to evangelize the 
peoples of this generation, the whole 
matter of nationalism must be given 
serious and thorough study now. We 
cannot—we dare not—overlook it. The 
Christian who gets under the burden of 
his missionary responsibility will en- 
counter this problem head on, whether 
he labors in Japan or Kenya, in Latin 
America or Southeast Asia. 


Wuat Is NATIONALISM? 
Just what is this compelling loyalty 


we term nationalism? In the world to- 
day three major types have been dis- 
tinguished.2 

1. Self-expressive Nationalism.—This 
is the nationalism of the former colonial 
world and the form prominent in the 
news today. It represents the hunger- 
ings of many formerly subjugated 
peoples for self-expression, self-determi- 
nation. Their drive for independence 
must not be regarded as a heightened 
patriotism. Those who have seen this 
type firsthand and have felt its pulse, 
have described it in far stronger lan- 
guage. One such witness has stated, “It 
is the passion of a people for self-deter- 
mination, developed to the point of ab- 
surdity.” Perhaps this definition lacks 
in sympathy. The fact remains that 
many peoples are awakening to an 
awareness of themselves. They desire 
to express themselves, achieve self-re- 
spect in every aspect of their lives, and 
determine their own destinies. Chris- 


tians cannot but be sympathetic with 


them. Certainly God desires all races 
and cultures to be free from external 
domination. 

2. Self-satisfied Nationalism.—This is 
the nationalism of the West, self-satis- 
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fied, contented, smug. Although the 
long-established nations of Western 
Europe and North America might 
loftily describe their national loyalties 
as “patriotism,” closer scrutiny will re- 
yeal that each country has deeply in- 
grained in its national consciousness all 
the basic elements of a full-fledged 
nationalism. No nation today has a 
group consciousness that is free from 
racial pride and sense of cultural su- 
periority. 

3. Self-assertive Nationalism.—This is 
the nationalism of the Soviet Union and 
China, though it is not confined to these 
powers. True, the theoretically correct 
Communist is an internationalist who 
regards all forms of group loyalty as 
bourgeois. Yet the fact remains that 
Communist practice in the world today 
is shot through with nationalistic moti- 
vations. Marxist Yugoslavia broke with 
Moscow because its nationalistic feelings 
were offended by Russian heavy-hand- 
edness. This fiercely self-assertive type 
of nationalism is not unlike the aggres- 
sive nationalism of the Fascist powers 
of World War II. 

From this classification we can see 
that nationalism is not static, but dy- 





Dr. Arthur Glasser 


namic. The self-expressive type can 
become self-satisfied or self-assertive 
from a great variety of causes. Chief 
among the reasons, however, would be 
the sheer irrationality of nationalism. 
Nationalism, regardless of type, is a 
flash behind the eyes of men, a fire 
burning in their bones, a yearning deep 
within their hearts that defies precise 
and acceptable definition3 It is unre- 
lated either to facts or reason. As a 
result, it always poses grave problems 
even to its leaders, as they seek to 
direct its impulses into constructive, 
orderly channels. 

How might a mild self-expressive na- 
tionalism develop into the aggressive 
type? Remembering that nationalism 
is a mysterious compound of a variety 
of components, let us begin with the 
Soil. Nationalism starts with a love for 
a unit of territory, either coveted or 
possessed. This is harnessed to a desire 
for political independence and for self- 
expression. In‘not a few emerging na- 
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tions today this yearning is often 
enveloped in an idolatrous devotion to 
the tribe or nation, which in its own 
public mind has become something 
greater than the mere aggregate of its 
parts. Its protagonists call for loyalty, 
for devotion, for solidarity. Soon the 
dogma emerges that a man’s life can 
only be worth while if he lives for the 
group. This tends to lead to a sense 
of group superiority. The conviction 
grows that the nation does not need to 
identify itself with other nations or with 
any religion other than that which is 


indigenous to the group in order to at- 
tain its true significance. It is forced 
to assert itself. It must recognize that 
it is unique and superior to other cul- 
tures. 
At this point nationalism can turn 
either to the right and become self- 
satisfied, or veer to the left and become 
“aggressive. “By inherent qualifications 
and right we should be supreme among 
the nations”—this is the cry. Although 
the self-satisfied nationalism of the West 
today may be static and defensive, its 
(Continued on page 353) 


His Voice as the Sound of Many Waters 


By PHILIP E. HOWARD, JR. 


IVERS and brooks have a fascina- 

tion for nearly everyone. They can 
be pleasing and restful to the eye and 
ear, or sometimes disturbing and terri- 
fying. The Columbia and Mississippi, 
with their great volume ever rushing 
onward, suggest irresistible power. The 
sound of a mountain brook in camp at 
night is soothing; and its water is so 
clear that in the daytime one can see 
the round stones in the bottom and the 
trout in its pools. The roar of Niagara 
is awesome; while there is something 
restful about a stream that wanders 
quietly along through a meadow. There 
is an infinite variety in the streams of 
the world and their sound effects are as 
varied. 

It was an interesting simile that the 
Apostle John used to describe the voice 
of the Lord Jesus as he heard Him that 
Lord’s Day on Patmos. He said it was 
“as the sound of many waters” (Rev. 1: 
15). It is suggestive of that most won- 
derful voice as we read of it in the Gos- 
pel records. The officers who were sent 
to arrest Him came back without Him, 
saying, “Never man spake like this man” 
(John 7:46). 

His words were gracious. When He 
spoke from the Book of Isaiah at Naza- 
reth, “all bare him witness, and won- 
dered atthe gracious words which 
proceeded out of his mouth” (Luke 4: 
22). To the woman taken in adultery 
He said, “Neither do I condemn thee: go, 
and sin no more” (John 8:11). 

His words were true and living, and 
have the clarity of a brook flowing from 
a mountain spring. “The words that I 
speak unto you, they are spirit, and they 
are life’; “I am the way, the truth, and 
the life: no man cometh unto the Father, 
but by me” (John 6:63; 14:6). 

But His words were also severe. Eight 
times in the same discourse He pro- 
nounced woe on the scribes and 
Pharisees (Matt. 23). He called them 
“hypocrites .. . blind guides . . . fools 

. . like unto whited sepulchres ... 
serpents .. . generation of vipers.” He 
it was who uttered the most awful words 
about hell, saying that it is better to 
lose a hand, a foot, or an eye than “to be 
cast into hell fire: where their worm 
dieth not, and the fire is not quenched” 
(Mark 9: 42-48). 


His words were pleasing to God. With- 
out fear of contradiction, He said, “I do 
always those things that please him” 
(John 8:29). Not only was no one found 
to refute this astounding claim, but “as 
he spake these words, many believed on 
him” (v. 30). 

His words were powerful. By a sim- 
ple command, which would have seemed 


foolish in the mouth of any other, He 


broke the bonds of the palsied man, say- 
ing, “Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto 
thine house. And he arose, and departed 
to his house. But when the multitude 
saw it, they marvelled, and glorified God, 
which had given such power unto men” 
(Matt. 9:6-8). Simply because He said 
to the man with a withered hand, 
“Stretch forth thy hand,” instantly that 
hand, which had hung helpless, “was 
restored whole as the other” (Luke 6: 
10). Awakened from sleep in the stern 
of the boat as it was tossed by the storm 
on the lake, Jesus “arose, and rebuked 
the wind, and said unto the sea, 
Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, 
and there was a great calm” (Mark 
4:39). 

This Man’s flawless speech marks Him 
as the only one who never for one mo- 
ment during His whole earthly life fell 
below the standard recorded by James 
for a perfect man: “If any man offend 
not in word, the same is a perfect man, 
and able also to bridle the whole body” 
(Jas. 3:2). Whatever the quality of His 
voice, whatever His words were, they 
were always exactly right for the time 
and place. How this rebukes our tongues 
“and voices! We learn by hard experi- 
ence that “the tongue can no man tame; 
it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poi- 
son” (Jas. 3:8). But Christ can tame it 
and cleanse it! David prayed, “Set a 
watch, O Lord, before my mouth; keep 
the door of my lips” (Psa. 141:3). But 
we have something better—the very 
presence of the One who cleanses the 
heart, out of which comes all evil; the 
One who can bring “into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of” Himself 
(2 Cor. 10:5); the One who can enable 
us to obey the command, “Let your 
speech be alway with gracé, seasoned 
with salt, that ye may know how ye 
ought to answer every man” (Col. 
4:6). 
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Tue KiNG JAMES VERSION 

1 Kings 5:1 And Hiram king of Tyre sent his servants unto 
Solomon; for he had heard that they had anointed him king 
in the room of his father: for Hiram was ever a lover of 
David. 

2 And Solomon sent to Hiram, saying, 

3 Thou knowest how that David my father could not build 
an house unto the name of the Lorp his God for the wars 
which were about him on every side, until the Lorp put 
them under the soles of his feet. 

4 But now the Lorp my God hath given me rest on every 
side, so that there is neither adversary nor evil occurrent. 

5 And, behold, I purpose to build an house unto the name 
of the Lorp my God, as the Lorp spake unto David my father, 
saying, Thy son, whom I will set upon thy throne in thy 
room, he shall build an house unto my name. 

6 Now therefore command thou that they hew me cedar 
trees out of Lebanon; and my servants shall be with thy 
servants: and unto thee will I give hire for thy servants ac- 
cording to all that thou shalt appoint: for thou knowest that 
there is not among us any that can skill to hew timber like 
unto the Sidonians. 

7 And it came to pass, when Hiram heard the words of 
Solomon, that he rejoiced greatly, and said, Blessed be the 
Lorp this day, which hath given unto David a wise son over 
this great pa 


Prov. 4:1 en ye  iiledaas the isiiemeitiain of a vray and 
attend to know understanding. 

2 For I give you good doctrine, forsake ye not my law. 

3 For I was my father’s son, tender and only beloved in 
the sight of my mother. 


International Uniform Lesson 





DISCIPLINE IN THE HOME 
1 Kings 5:1-7; Proverbs 4:1-4; 10:1; 13:24; 20:11; 22:6; 29:17; Ephesians 6:1-4; 


printed text, same 


Golden Text.—Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, 
he will not depart from it.—Prov. 22:6 


4 He taught me also, and said unto me, Let thine heart re- 
tain my words: keep my commandments, and live. 


Chap. 10:1 The proverbs of Solomon. A wise son maketh 
a glad father: but a foolish son is the heaviness of his mother. 


Chap. 13:24 He that ae his rod hateth his son: but he 
that loveth him chasteneth him betimes. 


Chap. 20:11 Even a child is known by } his Una whether 
his work be eins and whether it be ieee 


Chap. 22:6 Train up a child in the way he should go: and 
when he is old, he will not depart from it. 


Chap. 29:17 Correct thy son,’ and he shall give thee rest; 
yea, he shall vr —_ unto thy soul. 


Eph. 6:1 Children, Wen your aaain in the Lord: for this 
is right. 

2 Honour thy father and mother; which is the first com- 
mandment with promise; 

3 That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live 
long on the earth. 

4 And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: 
but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education. 













The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


Approach to the Lesson 


OLOMON was a living example of 
the amazing overruling of God in 
the tangled domestic affairs of 
men. The son of David and Bathsheba 
(see 2 Sam. 12:24), he became the 
wisest and wealthiest of all kings, and 
the author of several Old Testament 
books that provide us with a mine of 
spiritual wisdom. And while it is true 
that he courted spiritual disaster later 
on (see 1 Kings 11), the bulk of Solo- 
mon’s life was lived in obedience to 
and dependence upon his God, and it 
was during these years that he fur- 
nished us with an example of filial love 
and subjection. 
It was doubtless during this period 
that he wrote, by divine inspiration, 
his famous Proverbs. These proverbs 































the true value of which cannot be esti- 
mated. These instructions, if heeded, 
will make our lives, our homes, and 
our businesses filled with Christian 
blessing and the very glory of the Lord. 


Verse by Verse 
1 Kings 5:1—“And Hiram king of 
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contain heavenly advice and counsel, 


Tyre sent his servants unto Solomon; 
for he had heard that they had anointed 
him king . : for Hiram was ever a 
lover of David.” Tyre, one of the most 
celebrated cities of antiquity, was sit- 
uated on the Mediterranean coast just 
north of Galilee, and its king was pos- 
sibly the same Hiram (or Huram) who 
earlier had provided David with the 
materials for the building of his own 
house (see 2 Sam. 5:11; 2 Chron. 2:3). 
This Tyrian king and David had en- 
joyed most cordial relations through- 
out their reigns. 

Verse 2.—“‘And Solomon sent to Hi- 
ram, saying.” David’s son and successor 
would continue this accord. 

Verse 3—“Thou knowest how that 

.. my father could not build an house 
unto the name of the Lord . . . for the 
wars which were about him... until 
the Lord put them under .. . his feet.” 
It is evident that David had informed 











Comfort for Dark Days 





“Thou wilt keep him in perfect 
peace, whose mind is stayed on 
thee” (Isa. 26:3). 

















his friend Hiram of this fact (see 1 
Chron 22:4, 6-8). 


Verse 4—“But now the Lord my God 
hath given me rest on every side...” 
Solomon here assumes no credit to 
either himself or to his father for this 
prevailing condition of peace, but 
gladly gives all the glory to God. And 
this One is not only the God of Israel 
but his God. 


Verse 5.—“And, behold, I purpose to 
build an house unto the name of the 
Lord my God, as the Lord spake unto 
David my father .. .” Solomon here 
refers to the final instructions given to 
him by his father, as recorded in 1 
Chronicles 22:6-16. These instructions 
he is fully ready to obey. This house 
would be for the glory of Him who had 
fulfilled His word to Israel and had 
given this peace to the nation. 


Verse 6—“Now therefore command 
thou that they hew me cedar trees out 
of Lebanon; and my servants shall be 
with thy servants: and unto thee will 
I give hire for thy servants...” The 
Hebrews were evidently inferior to the 
Zidonians, as both artisans and sailors, 
in the felling of trees and the convey- 
ing of them in floats by sea from the 
Phoenician coast down to Joppa (next 
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to modern Tel Aviv, Israel), which was 
the seaport of Jerusalem (see 2 Chron. 
2:16).. Hence, these Zidonians would 
be engaged in this great timber-cutting 
project. 

Verse 7.—“And when Hiram 
heard the words of Solomon... he re- 
joiced greatly, and said, Blessed be the 
Lord this day ...” This king of Tyre 
evidently had a good knowledge of the 
true and living God, confessing Him 
as the maker of “heaven and earth” 
(see 2 Chron. 2:12). He also recog- 
nized Him as having ordered every ar- 
rangement in Israel’s kingdom. The 
language used would seem to clearly 
indicate that Hiram, though a Gentile, 
was a true believer. 


Proverbs 4:1.—‘“Hear, ye children, the 
instruction of a father, and attend to 
know understanding.” Here is the voice 
of a father who would have the atten- 
tion of his children. He has worthwhile 
counsel for them. 


Verse 2—“For I give you good doc- 
trine, forsake ye not my law.” As a 
parent he recognizes his responsibility 
for giving such counsel. Their safety 
depends on their obedience. 


Verse 3.—“For I was my father’s son, 
tender and only beloved in the sight of 
my mother.” The A.S.V. translates, “I 
was a son unto my father,” and this 
seems to clearly imply that he behaved 
as a son should. His mother, Bath- 
sheba, delighted in him as an only son, 
and made him the object of her ten- 
derest love. 


Verse 4—“He taught me also, and 
said unto me, Let thine heart retain 
my words: keep my commandments, 
and live.” Solomon here recalls the 
excellent counsel given him by David 
his father, and indicates the atmosphere 
of affection and piety in which he was 
reared. What a rich heritage this was! 


Proverbs 10:1.—“The proverbs of Sol- 
omon. A wise son maketh a glad fa- 
ther: but a foolish son is the heaviness 
of his mother.” The fact that David 
appointed Solomon as his royal succes- 
sor declared his recognition of his wis- 
dom, and his attendant joy in such an 
appointment (see 1 Kings 1:30). On 
the other hand, the son who proves to 
be a fool fills his mother’s heart with 
grief. 

We might add that the fool in Prov- 
erbs is not one who is mentally de- 
ficient, but rather one who is morally 
such, 


Proverbs 13:24.—“He that spareth his 
rod hateth his son: but he that loveth 
him chasteneth him betimes.” It is not 
love, but the lack of it, that leads the 
parents to ignore the disobediences and 
delinquencies of their children. God 
would have us treat our children as He 
treats His, and Hebrews 12:5-11 makes 
it abundantly clear that love can and 
will wield the rod for the ultimate 
blessing of the Christian. Hence, fam- 
ily discipline should be patterned after 
the heavenly discipline. True love is 
always faithful love, and not shallow 
twentieth-century sentimentality. 

Proverbs 20:11—“Even a child is 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


6. May 7.—Out of the Heart. 1 Kings 
8:8-9; Proverbs 3:1-8; ec | 


6:48-45 
Next Week’s Lesson 
8. May 21.—The Importance of Dili- 
gence. 1 Kings 4:29-34; Prov- 
erbs 6:6-9; 22:29; 24:30-34; 
Ecclesiastes 3:22; 2 Thessalo- 
nians 3:6-13 








known by his doings, whether his work 
be pure, and whether it be right.” At 
an early and tender age a child will in- 
dicate elemental character by his ac- 
tivities and attitudes. 

Proverbs 22:6.—“Train up a child in 
the way he should go: and when he is 
old, he will not depart from it.” “The 
way he should go” expresses not only 
the spiritual path for the child but may 
also imply the bent, or inclination, of 
the child’s capacity and ability. Hence, 
this injunction may apply on both the 
spiritual and the natural level. Cer- 
tainly the Christian instruction, when 
reinforced by godly example on the 
part of parents, does have a permanent 
effect. Full maturity will not bring 
about a reversal of things. 

Proverbs 29:17—‘“Correct thy son, 
and he shall give thee rest; yea, he 
shall give delight unto thy soul.” 
Scarcely nothing could be worse for a 
child than for the parents to constantly 
indulge him, and to encourage unre- 
strained self-expression. Because chil- 
dren are sinners by nature, they re- 
quire firm correction by and submission 
to their parents. If such discipline is 
administered lovingly, the benefits will 
be sure and lasting—both rest and deep 
joy for both father and mother. 

Ephesians 6:1.—“Children, obey your 
parents in the Lord: for this is right.” 
This command, and those that follow, 
are addressed to the believing .house- 
hold where the Lordship of Christ is 
acknowledged. Hence, the obedience of 
children to parents accords with obe- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


HO, as David’s successor, built the 
Temple? 

2. Whose men supplied materials? 

3. To whom did Solomon attribute 
all his distinction and blessing? 

4. What kind of home training had 
he been given? 

5. What effect does a wise son have 
upon a father? 

6. How may a parent show love for 
his child? 

7. Why should children obey their 
parents? : 

8. Name one Old Testament son who 
was reared in a godly home and who 
grew up to glorify God. 

9. Name an Old Testament father 
who failed to discipline his sons. 

10. Name one famous New Testament 
son who was reared by a pious mother 
and grandmother. 

(Answers on page 350) 
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dience to the Lord Himself. His over- 
all authority is insisted on here. And 
such submission must be rendered, not 
because of threatened penalties for dis- 
obedience, but rather because it is in- 
trinsically right. 

Verse 2—“Honour thy father and 
mother; which is the first command- 
ment with promise.” This is a quota- 
tion from the Law, of course (see Exod. 
20:12). The importance of the principle 
of the honoring of parents by children 
applies to all dispensations, and we are 
reminded here that it was the first 
command to which a promise was at- 
tached. Young folk are not only to 
submit to parents but to honor them 
as well. ; 

Verse 3.—“That it may be well with 
thee, and thou mayest live long on the 
earth.” This assurance ties in clearly 
not only with Exodus 20:12 but also 
Deuteronomy 5:16. There the refer- 
ence was to long life in Canaan, but 
here it is more general, the entire earth 
being in view. In God’s perfect govern- 
mental ordering of things, the recog- 
nition of parental authority and loving 
submission bring their reward in this 
life as well as in the coming eternity. 


Verse 4—“And, ye fathers, provoke 
not your children to wrath:. but bring 
them up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord.” Here is both a negative 
and a positive word to fathers. It is 
really they who are responsible. They 
are not to show an unreasonable or 
overbearing attitude toward the chil- 
dren, for this would lead only to re- 
sentment and discouragement. The 
father must bear in mind that these chil- 
dren have been given him as a sacred 
trust, and therefore he must rear them 
for God. The word “nurture” is trans- 
lated “chastening” in Hebrews 12:4-11, 
and this involves the necessity of dis- 
ciplinary measures. “Admonition” sug- 
gests verbal instructions that imply 
warning. Children need both. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Whereas Solomon built a Temple of 
stone unto Jehovah, we today may also 
build a house unto the Lord. Our 
homes should be for Him. He is in- 
tensely interested in our families and 
wants them to enjoy His Lordship of 
love. 

Under the Law, the pious Israelite 
home was to be a place where the 
household would enjoy “days of heaven 
upon the earth” (Deut. 11:21). The 
same may be true of the Christian home 
today. 

Now God would have His children 
order their house as He orders His, and 
the former is to be a reflection of the 
latter. His house today is not a physical 
building, of course, but rather a spir- 
itual community composed of all who 
have been born again by the Spirit 
and the Word. Peter describes it as 
“a spiritual house, an holy priesthood” 
(1 Pet. 2:5). Over this Christ is Son 
(see Heb. 3:6). In this house God, as 
Father, exercises loving and faithful 
discipline. He corrects and chastens as 
well as nourishes and cherishes. He 
would have His children learn, obey, 
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and grow, and all with a view toward 
their manifesting His own character in 
a hostile world. 

The believing family is to reflect all 
of this. The Christian earthly father 


is to represent the Heavenly Father, : 


and the natural children should an- 
swer to the heavenly children. The fa- 
ther is held responsible by God to love 
and nurture his sons and daughters. He 
must provide for their physical, men- 
tal, and spiritual development. He 
must exercise gracious but firm disci- 
pline, and his authority as head be 
lovingly acknowledged by each mem- 
ber of the household. 

This father, in turn, is directly re- 
sponsible to his head—Christ. As he, 
therefore, is subject to Christ, the fam- 
ily should happily submit to his author- 
ity and leadership. Where this prevails 
all is in proper adjustment. 

On the other hand, where this is not 
the case, there is usually confusion, in- 
subordination issuing in misery. If 
children are not taught to obey their 
parents, they may not, a little later, 
submit to either the state or to God. 
In rejecting parental control they will 
probably reject divine control, and thus 
become modern “sons of Belial” or sons 
of lawlessness. 

All of this underscores the tremen- 
dous importance of proper child-training 
in the fear of God. 


Topics for Development 


The Prime Importance of the Chris- 
tian Home. No state is stronger than 
its homes. Destroy the family unit and 
ultimately you will destroy the state, 
for this is the cement that binds it to- 
gether. 

The Bible has much to say concern- 
ing the importance of the happy and 
unified family, and furnishes examples 
of the value of its product. Basic to all 
this is the proper recognition of au- 
thority. Where God and Christ are 
acknowledged as supreme, and the head 
of the house is submissive, usually all 
is well. 

Christ is Lord of not only the individ- 
ual believer, but also of the Christian 
family. The family head—the hus- 
band—draws his authority from Christ. 
Then the wife and children recognize 
their head in the husband and father. 
Thus children are to obey their parents 
“in the Lord”; the wife submits to her 
husband as “unto the Lord”; the hus- 
band loves his wife “as Christ also 
loved the church,” and fathers are to 
rear their children “in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord” (Eph. 6:1; 
§: 22, 25; 6:4). 

Both Moses the lawgiver and Samuel 
the prophet were reared by pious par- 
ents, and they both became influential 
spiritual leaders in Israel. 


Practical Applications 

A Christian once testified that he had 
been reared at the knees of a devoted 
mother and over the knees of a deter- 
mind father! 

Children need both. They need a 
love that is both genuine and faithful, 
and not the sickly sentimentality that 
today parades under the name of love. 
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True love ever concerns itself with the 
highest welfare of its object, and this is 
why God cannot ignore disobedience 
among His dear children, even though 
they have been purchased by the 
precious blood of His own Son on the 
cross. He sometimes has to wield His 
chastening rod; but it is ever a hand of 
love that holds that rod. (See Heb. 
12: 6-11.) 

The Christian parent who really loves 
his son will also find it necessary oc- 
casionally to chastise him. “The rod 
of correction” is, therefore, a necessary 
piece of household equipment! 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The distinction of an honored son 
(1 Kings 5:1-7; Prov. 4:1-4) 

2. The dangers of an undisciplined life 
(Prov. 10:1; 13:24; 20:11) 

3. The delights of obedience (Prov. 22: 
6; 29:17; Eph. 6:1-4) 

Golden Text 

Proverbs 22:6—‘“Train up a child in 

the way he should go: and when he is 

old, he will not depart from it.” The 

word “train” means to guide him ac- 

cording to the trend of his abilities, 

and to develop any latent talent. This 

is of broad application, and may relate 

to both his physical and mental pro- 

pensities. Certainly the spiritual ap- 

plication is obvious. Right from the 

beginning the parent should seek to 

implant the good seed of the Word. 

In so doing he can be assured of a 

blessed harvest in later life. 


NorTH PALM BEACH, FLA. 

















From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccEsTeD HYMNS 


“Por the Beauty of the Earth” 
“Happy the Home When God Is There” 
“Saviour, While My Heart Is Tender” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
blessed Heavenly Father, who hast 
given us to one another in the little 
world of home; we thank Thee “for the 
joy of human love, brother, sister, par- 
ent, child.” In our homes let there be 
the peace and joy that comes where 
Thou art known and loved, trusted and 
obeyed. Forgive us our failures in 
kindness and patience to our own dear 
ones. Make us more loving, understand- 
ing, and helpful to one another. Mul- 
tiply godly homes in our land. Send 
Thy Gospel to all people ignorant of it 
and establish Christian family life 
where it is yet unknown. Bless our 
study of this lesson that it may help us 
to have homes of Christian discipline. 
Give wisdom to parents and obedience 
and co-operation to children that our 
homes may be nurseries of Christian 
faith, character, and conduct. To aged 
mothers and fathers in failing health 


give the support of Thy presence and 
the bright prospects of Heaven for all 
who trust the Saviour. Make us all to 
be truly and deeply His, for His sake 
and glory. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Discipline in the 
home can be wise and gentle, yet firm. 
One mother, finding her children care- 
lessly leaving their toys wherever they 
tired of them, 
this way. At the end of an exciting 
Christmas day, she put away the toys 
left strewn around. Next morning, 
when Ann asked for her roller skates, 
mother said: “I told you to pick up 
your things, yet you keep leaving them 
around, so the things I had to put away 
last night I shall keep for one week. 
That will be the rule from now on.” 
The youngsters could weep or loudly 
protest, but mother remained firm and 
after one month of that discipline there 
was no more leaving toys here, there, 
and everywhere. Better yet, lifelong 
habits of neatness and order were es- 
tablished, proving true our Golden 
Text; “Train up a child in the way he 


OUR Howes 


O LORD. 





RULE 
AND 











should go: and when he is old, he will 
not depart from it” (Prov. 22:6). And 
not only in neatness, but in the more 
important matters of truthfulness, hon- 
esty, purity, and goodness, those well 
trained in them in youth will continue 
in them in later years. 

Best of all, it greatly helps boys and 
girls to become disciples of Christ if 
they have had good discipline at home. 
Having learned to obey good rules at 
home, it is not hard to yield to the con- 
trol of Christ as they grow older. Be 
wise. Obey your parents in your youth 
and before you move out from their 
control, put yourself under Christ’s con- 
trol. Then all must be well with you, 
whatever temptations and trials may 
come. 


Ocean Park, B. C., Can. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Blessed be the Lord . . . which hath 
given unto David a wise son...” (1 
Kings 5:7).—This ascription of praise 
to Jehovah causes one to conclude that 
Hiram was a Hebrew proselyte. This 
could easily be, for “Hiram was ever a 
lover of David” (v. 1). And David 
must have had some _heart-to-heart 
talks with Hiram about the true and 
living God. At any rate Hiram did not 
say, Blessed be “Ashtoreth the goddess 
of the Zidonians!” 
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Loving David as he did, it must have 
given Hiram a great degree of happi- 
ness to know that David’s son was a 
wise son. There may have been a feel- 
ing in those days about kings’ sons, as 
there is today about preachers’ sons, 
namely, that they turn out to be ne’er- 
do-wells. 

For the latter, be it said that al- 
though some of them become keen dis- 
appointments, many others of them 
prove themselves to be wise sons. 

Someone has made the observation 
that one-twelfth of all the persons listed 
in Who’s Who in America are children 
of preachers. 

John Hancock, first signer of the Dec- 
laration of Independence, was the son 
of a preacher. Woodrow Wilson was a 
preacher’s son; as is Herbert Hoover. 
Six preachers’ daughters have been 
“First Ladies of the Land.” Let all de- 
structive critics of “P.K.’s” (Preachers’ 
Kids) bear in mind that all the children 
of educators, lawyers, doctors, musi- 
cians, authors, and statesmen are not 
paragons of virtue! 


“He taught me also, and said ... Let 
thine heart retain my words...” (Prov- 
4:4) —From this verse on through verse 
9, we are given a revelation of that 
which David taught Solomon when he 
was a child. 

Every child coming into the world 
wants to get something. In so many 
cases, it is money, pleasure, ease, fame, 
power—but Solomon was taught to “get 
wisdom, get understanding” (v. 5). 

In Christ we have wisdom personified 
(1 Cor. 1:24). To know Him personally 
is the chief thing in life. He should be 
known, not only as Lord and Saviour, 
but also as advocate, high priest, inter- 
cessor, the coming bridegroom, and the 
King of kings. MHeart-keeping of the 
Word is the secret of spirituality and 
success.. 


“A wise son maketh a glad father... .” 
(Prov. 10:1).—This gladness must not 
be limited to earthly fathers of wise 
sons—although it certainly includes 
them. The Father finds His delight in 
His wise, “beloved Son” (Matt. 3:17). 
And certainly He delights in all His 
sons in Christ who are wise with the 
wisdom from above, which “is first of 
all pure (undefiled); then it is peace- 
loving, courteous (considerate, gentle). 
[It is willing to] yield to reason, full of 
compassion and good fruits; it is whole- 
hearted and straightforward, impartial 
and unfeigned—free from doubts, wav- 
ering, and insincerity” (Jas. 3:17, Am- 
plified N.T.). 


“He that spareth his rod hateth his 
son...” (Prov. 13:24). “Family dis- 
cipline should be patterned after the 
divine discipline of Hebrews 12. It is 
not love, but the lack of it, that leaves 
a child to himself to develop, un- 
checked, tendencies and propensities 
that will result in future sorrow. Ours 
is a day of great laxity on this point.... 
A sickly sentimentality, supposedly 
wiser and more compassionate than 
God Himself, has made it fashionable 
to decry the use of the rod, as a relic 
of a barbarous age; but the difference 
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in the character of children and the 
home is certainly in the favor of Scrip- 
ture, as any one may see who will” (Dr. 
Ironside in “Notes on Proverbs,” Loi- 
zeaux Bros., N. Y.). 

“Even a child is known by his do- 
ings...” (Prov. 20:11). —“If a child be 
deceitful, quarrelsome, obstinate, rebel- 
lious, selfish, how can we help trembling 
for his growth. A docile, truth-loving, 
obedient, generous child—how joyous 
is the prospect of the blossom and 
fruit from this hopeful budding! From 
the childhood of Samuel, Timothy, 
much more of the Saviour, we could not 
but anticipate what the manhood would 
be. The early purity and right prin- 
ciples promised abundant and most 
blessed fruit” (Bridges). 

Resist the beginnings: too late is the remedy 
repared, 

en evils have grown old by long delay. 

“Train up a child in the way he 
should go .. .” (Prov. 22:6).—‘How 
can I bring up my son in the way he 
should go?” asked an anxious father. 
“By going that way yourself,” was the 
reply. Words are easily forgotten’ but 
the example of a godly life is never 
forgotten. 

In his old age, that master of litera- 
ture, Carlyle, wrote in his reminis- 
cences: “I am the oldest child, and 
trace deeply in myself the character of 
both parents, also the upbringing and 
example of both.” 

“Children, obey your parents . . 
(Eph. 6:1).—Why? Because “this is 
right,” and that “it may be well with 
thee”; and because it is the first of the 
Ten Commandments carrying a prom- 
ise—that of long life. 

Wawona, CALir. 


” 





My Teen-Age Class 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


E WILL begin this morning by 
reviewing the first five questions 

and answers on the card, “Sin.” 
Last February there was a front-page 
article in the newspaper under this 


headline: “Boy Lives After 275-Foot 
Drop in Well; Minds Daddy.” 

The accident happened in Phoenix, 
Arizona. The first paragraph read, 
“Henry Stage, 7, who plunged 275 feet 
down a narrow pipe into a deep well, 
is alive today because he knows how 
to mind his dad.” 

The article went on to explain that 
in his play the boy jumped onto a piece 
of plywood which concealed the pipe 
to an underground irrigation well. He 
broke through the wood and went down 
the 16-inch pipe to the water 275 feet 
below! 

His father shouted to him to push 
himself against the sides of the pipe 
so he would not sink. The boy had to 








do this for some time, because it took 
so long for his father to get enough 
lariates from the neighbors, and fasten 
them together so that the rope could 
reach down to him. Then the father 
shouted to his son to put the loop un- 
der both his arms. The boy obeyed H 
this direction also, and was_- slowly 
drawn up to safety. The newspaper 
stressed the fact that Henry Stage’s 
life was saved because he was ac- 
customed to obeying. 
God has commanded children to obey 
their parents and those who do this are | 
far better off than those who do not. j 
In this case, obedience saved the boy | 
from death. More often it saves a child 
from doing wrong things that would 
give him lifelong regret. i 
I thank God for parents whose advice 
saved my brothers and sisters and I 
from many pitfalls. When we started | 
| 
| 
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to school, one of our mother’s instruc- 
tions was “Never listen to anything 
you would be ashamed to tell me.” 
Several times at school other children 
offered to tell me something if I would 
promise never to tell anyone. When I 
said that I would tell my mother, they 
wouldn’t tell me, and went away. At 
the moment it made me feel “left out” 
of things, but it was a great blessing 
to me. Young Christians have told me 
how they were bothered by dirty stories 
coming into their minds, that others 
had told them in the past. Our 
mother’s rule preserved us from hear- 
ing these. 

Read 1 Kings 5:1-7. Isn’t this a happy 
bit of history! King Hiram of Tyre 
had loved and admired King David. if 
Now that David was dead he was \ 
interested in Solomon because he was 
David’s son. After he got King 
Solomon’s message, he realized that 
Solomon was a wise man. How did 
Solomon get that way? Proverbs 4:1- I 
4 tells us. Solomon listened to and 
profited by the instruction his father | 
gave him. Hiram’s friendship for Solo- i 
mon’s father descended to him. This is } 
one of God’s gracious provisions for 
the happiness of His people. Proverbs 
27:10 begins: “Thine own friend, and | 
thy father’s friend, forsake not.” | 

These verses in Proverbs 4:1-4 show 
the relationship God planned between 
parents and children. The children are 
to learn from their parents, as Solomon 
had learned from his parents. This 
makes for a happy home. Read Prov- 
erbs 10:1. Solomon’s wise behavior 
had rejoiced his father’s heart. 

Read Proverbs 13:24. Solomon had 
evidently been chastised as a boy. Most 
likely he didn’t appreciate it then, but 
when he became a man, he saw that 
undisciplined children were a burden 
to themselves, as well as a grief to their j 
parents. And he saw that parents who 
truly love their children take time to H 
discipline them. 

Read Proverbs 20:11. Here is one 
reason a loving parent disciplines his | 
child. He wants his child to have a 
good reputation. Proverbs 22:1 says, | 
“A good name is rather to be chosen 
than great riches.” Knowing this, the 
wise parent helps his child get a good 
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name by restraining him from evil and 
teaching him to do good. 

Proverbs 22:6 is the Golden Text for 
today. How it should encourage par- 
ents to train their children for God! 
You ‘who have parents that try to do 
this, will some day be grateful to them 
for it. 

Proverbs 29:17 is another Scripture 
encouraging parents to train their chil- 
dren. It is God’s wise plan for you to 
submit to your parents now, and then 
when you are parents yourselves, to 
teach your children to submit to you. 

Read Ephesians 6:1-4. Here God’s 
order for parent-child relationship is 
very plain. If your family fits into it, 
you will have a happy home. Even if 
they do not, one member of a family 
who will obey and honor the parents, 
and who will show love and consider- 
ation to his brothers and sisters will 
please the Lord, and will gradually 
bring peace and happiness to the whole 
family. 

FERNDALE, WASH. 





The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
jg vl as had upon request from 
e Sunday — Times, 
335 x. aot St., Philadelphia 
A list of the "lessons for Sy "year 1961 
_ be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
ozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Patient Firmness Required.—Train up 
a child in the way he should go: and 
when he is old, he will not depart from 
it (Prov. 22:6, Golden Text). This is a 
text specially for parents, teachers, and 
the folk in charge of orphanages. A 
man answering questions recently on a 
British Broadcasting Co. quiz program 
said he was brought up in an orphan- 
age in Liverpool, and added gratefully, 
“In some ways those were the best days 
of my life.” Training fruit trees needs 
gentle firmness and patience and wise 
handling. It does not need brute force 
and roughness and hasty action. Sent 
by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sus- 
sex, Eng. 


Book on Child Care—Hear, ye chil- 
dren, the instruction of a father, and 
attend to know understanding (Prov. 
4:1). Two proud young parents were 
showing the minister their firstborn. 
Very thoughtfully the young mother 
said, “I don’t know whether I know 
enough about Baby to raise him or not.” 
The young husband laughed, “She says 
that about Baby because she didn’t get 
a book of instructions with him.” He 
was thinking of the books of instruc- 
tions that had come with the sewing 
machine, the electric sweeper, and the 
refrigerator when they bought their 
household furniture some fifteen months 
before. Of course he was mistaken. 
There is a book of instructions with 
each baby given to the home. God’s 
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Book, the Bible, is the book of instruc- 
tions that should be studied as never 
before when a little child comes.— 
From United Presbyterian. Sent by 
Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


Found Through Training.—He taught 
me also, and said unto me, Let thine 
heart retain my words (Prov. 4:4). In 
China, a Chinese Christian woman once 
called on a childless non-Christian cou- 
ple and found them happy in having 
bought a four-year-old boy to raise as 
their own. But one thing about him 
puzzled them. Before he would eat 
food, he always folded his hands, closed 
his eyes, and said something. The vis- 
itor knew at once the little chap must 
have had a Christian upbringing, and 
suddenly she recalled having seen in a 
Christian paper an advertisement about 
a lost boy. The parents were in a 
distant town; but sure enough, when 
inquiry was made, this was the lost 
child. He had been stolen and sold. 
When the foster parents knew the facts, 
they returned him to his parents, and 
this happy reunion was due to the lad- 
die’s faithfulness to a Christian train- 
ing—From Joseph Edwin Harris in The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Mrs. 
Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


Respect.—A wise son maketh a glad 
father (Prov. 10:1). A story is told of 
a seven-year-old lad who went to visit 
his aunt in another city. He became 
acquainted with some boys in the neigh- 
borhood, and spent much of his time 
playing with them. One day his new 
friends decided to do something that 
his father had taught him not to do. 
He withdrew from the group, but one 
boy called after him, “What’s the mat- 
ter, are you afraid?” “Yes,” the boy 
answered, “I am afraid of my father.” 
“Aw, he’s miles away; he won’t know,” 
one of the other boys said. “I know 
that, but my father has always been 
good to me, and I don’t want to do 
what I know would hurt his feelings.” 
They said no more after that; possibly. 
feeling condemned for not entertaining 
the same fine ideal toward their fathers. 
—From Tom M. Olson, in The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Rhos-on-Sea, Colwyn Bay, N. Wales, 
Eng. 


Rules for Tragedy.—He that spareth 
his rod hateth his son (Prov. 13:24). 
The police department of Houston, Texas, 
issued a leaflet giving rules for raising 
delinquent children: (1) Begin with in- 
fancy to give the child everything he 
wants. In this way he will grow up to 
believe the world owes him a living. 
(2) When he picks up bad words, laugh 
at him. This will make him think he’s 
cute. It will also encourage him to 
pick up “cuter” phrases that will blow 
off the top of your head later. (3) 
Never give him any spiritual training. 
Wait until he is 21 and then let him 
“decide for himself.” (4) Avoid use of 
the word “wrong.” It may develop a 
guilt complex. This will condition him 
to believe later, when he is arrested for 
stealing a car, that society is against 
him and he is being persecuted. (5) 


Pick up everything he leaves lying — 
around—books, shoes, and clothes. Do 
everything for him so that he will be 
experienced in throwing all responsi- 


bility on others. (6) Let him read any 
printed matter he can get his hands on, 
Be careful that the silverware and 
drinking glasses are sterilized, but let 
his mind feast on garbage. (7) Quarrel 
frequently in the presence of your chil- 
dren. In this way they will not be too 
shocked when the home is broken up 
later. (8) Give a child all the spending 
money he wants. Never let him earn 
his own. Why should he have things 
as tough as you had them?—From 
Wesleyan Methodist. Sent by Martin 
M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. Prize illus- 
tration. 


Precious Child—Even a child is 
known by his doings (Prov. 20:11). A 
minister was once visiting in a home 
where there were several children with 
whom he was talking about the Lord 
Jesus Christ. He asked them what the 
word “precious” meant. None of the 
children was able to answer until it 
came to the turn of the youngest, who 
said very sweetly, “Mother is precious; 
we cannot do without her,” and then 
hid her face in her mother’s lap— 
From Christian Herald. Sent by the 
Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


Perceptive Child—Bring them up in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord 
(Eph. 6:4). A woman and her little 
daughter were in a service in which 
the preacher spoke about how obe- 
dience toward God is revealed in the 
manner in which one attends to the 
small duties of everyday life. He de- 
scribed how many parents neglected 
their spiritual duties in the home; how 
they retired night after night without 
praying for God’s watchcare, and how 
in the morning they failed to thank 
Him for rest, protection, and the new 
blessings of the new day. The little 
girl listened attentively. Turning to 
her mother, she whispered, “Mama, is 
the minister talking about you?” The 
simple question pierced her heart. She 
said nothing, but that night she knelt 
and, before her bed, confessed her sin 
and asked God’s help in carrying out 
her duties—From Woodlawn Beacon. 
Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 





For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


A FPamous Son 
(Prov. 10:1; 20:11; Eph. 6:1-3) 
ERE are the names of three famous 
people in the Bible: David, Solo- 
mon, Rehoboam. (Write them on the 
blackboard.) Do you know why each 
was famous? What relation were they 
to each other? (If the story of Reho- 
boam is not known, the teacher may 
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these outstanding International Uniform Lesson helps with 
those you are now using. See for yourself why the Union 
Gospel Press departmentally graded Quarterlies and Take- 
Home Papers are acclaimed to be a proven pathway to better 
results by Sunday School superintendents and teachers 
throughout America. All Union Gospel Press materials are 
enriched by attractive illustrations and formats, as well as 
sound, true-to-the-Word lesson helps by consecrated 
writers. Visual teaching aids, story-telling techniques, ex- 
pressional activities, and workbooks accent the teaching aim. 
All of these materials help pupils to retain Bible truths 
learned. This program, custom-made for you and your 
Sunday School, has been designed to increase your attend- 
ance and enrich the spiritual life of all. 


Please send me the free samples of the 
Christian Life Series Sunday School Les- 
sons indicated below 


Dept. ST-4 
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SEE GUATEMALA 


This is your opportunity to visit beautiful’ Guate- 
mala, view its majestic scenery, become acquainted 
with the Spanish-American way of life, the colorful 
Indians and their customs, and see with your own 
eyes MISSIONS AT WORK. 
The Central American Mission invites you to join 
its 8th annual tour which leaves Houston, Texas, 
by Pan American jet for Guatemala on Saturday, 
July 22. Spend ten wonderful days in “the land of 
spring,” to Houston on July 31. 
Cost of tour: $300.00. Write for an attractive bro- 
chure orn information. Address your 
letter to 


Rev. William H. Taylor 


CENTRAL AMERICAN MISSION 
Dept. ST, 3611 Congress Ave. Dallas 19, Texas 
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1. EVANGELISTIC HYMN-PLAYING 
For those who can already play. 

EIGHTY Musically-illustrated Lessons. Teaches 
TWELVE MUSICAL subjects—including TEN 
practical Accompaniment Methods, in Chords, 
Octaves, Runs, Trills, Chime Forms, etc. 

2. BEGINNERS HYMN-PLAYING 

A course for those who cannot play but wish 
to learn to play hymns and Gospel songs. 
FIFTY Musically-illustrated lessons. Original 
HARKNESS Keyboard Charts. Children study 
under home supervision. 


OVER TWELVE THOUSAND STUDENTS 
Send for free details to: 


ROBERT HARKNESS 


20 N. Raymond Ave. e Pasadena 1, Calif. 








SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


© You to know that Commies and Mos- 
lems win Negroes, teaching that the 
Bible is the white man’s book to make 
Negroes subservient. 

ee More people to be deeply concerned 
about su anti-Christ eachine. 

eee That this CBI work of God needs 
workers, needs prayer helpers, needs 
support to more fully enter open doors 


for 
CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, INC. 
Box 11003 Station A Atlanta, Ga. 


Talmage Payne, Director 














A PRIEST SPEAKS HIS MIND 


By W. E. R. O'Gorman 
Why he returned to the Protestant Faith of his 
Fathers. $2.50 postpaid. Still steadily in demand. 
Favorably reviewed by The Sunday School Times, 
Home Missions, Baptist & Reflector, Eternity, etc. 
Pamphlets on “Mixed Marriages,” ‘“Whither Goest 
Thou, America?” and “Prayer’’—20 for $1.00 p.p. 
REV. W. E. R. O‘GORMAN 
P. O. Box 1053 Glendale 5, California 





PEWS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


¥ WRITE FOR Flee CATALOG 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 
DEPT. 102, SCRANTON 2, PA. 
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tell it from 1 Kings 12:1-20, bringing 
out the facts needed later in the les- 
son.) Last week we learned four rules 
that Solomon gave his son. What were 
they?. (List on the blackboard: Obe- 
dience, mercy, truth, trust in God.) 
Now let us see whether keeping these 
rules made any difference in the suc- 
cess of these famous men. 

Did David obey his father Jesse about 
work and errands? ‘See what good 
things happened as a result! (1 Sam. 
16:11-13; 17:17-20, 49, 50.) He surely 
trusted in God when he killed that 
giant! 

Did David teach these things to his 
son Solomon? Listen in on Solomon’s 
lesson for his sons. Imagine Solomon 
on his gorgeous throne, with the princes 
sitting on the floor in a circle at his 
feet. (Read to class Prov. 4:1-4.) You 
see, even though God gave Solomon 
unusual wisdom in later life, as a boy 
Solomon learned the basic rules of life 
from his own father, King David. Did 
Solomon obey them? The Bible says 
this about him after he was king and 
his father was dead (1 Kings 3:3). How 
did he treat his mother, Bathsheba, 
when he got to be the great king? 
(2:19.) Was it because Solomon trusted 
in God and not his own wisdom that he 
became so wise and rich and famous? 
(3:9-12; 4:29-34.) Do you know what 
the visiting Queen of Sheba said? (10: 
6-9.) I am sorry to say that even wise 
King Solomon later let his heathen 
wives influence him away from God, 
and he forgot mercy to those who must 
pay the taxes to keep up his great 
court. So troubles began to come from 
his sin and selfishness. 

How about Rehoboam? When he got 
to be king, did he keep the rule of 
mercy, which his father had told him 
to tie tight to him like a valuable neck- 
lace? When he needed advice, did he 
trust in the Lord and ask Him? Whom 
did he ask? Which of those two groups 
would have the most wisdom and ex- 
perience to help him? Why do you 
think he chose the young fellows’ 
advice? Rehoboam’s mother was a 
heathen princess, and he did not get a 
good start with her. But as a big boy, 
his father tried to teach him right. If 
Rehoboam had kept the rules for a 
good life, there is no reason why he 
could not have been famous for good 
things like his father and grandfather, 
instead of being famous for the disgrace 
of losing most of his country. 

Find two of Solomon’s Proverbs that 
are about. children (Prov. 10:1; 20:11. 
As each is read, ask the children to give 
illustrations from their own experience. 
Note any outstanding examples from 
the current news. Emphasize that each 
child is building his own reputation 
now by what he does). Solomon was 
concerned about his son Rehoboam. 
Even as a youth, he was not showing 
the right attitudes of obedience and 
wisdom. Would he be a good ruler 
when he got to be king? (Eccles. 2: 
18, 19.) 

What commandment did God put next 
to the commandments about treating 
Himself? (Exod. 20:12.) He put that 


one in before killing and_ stealing! 
“Honour thy father and thy mother” 
(Memory Verse). That old rule is re- 
peated for Christian boys and girls in 
the New Testament (Eph. 6:1-3), so 
you see how important it is. Is your 
father going to have a famous son (or 
daughter)? Like David and Solomon, 
or like Rehoboam? 


Orono, MAINE. 


This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 345) 

1. Solomon. 

2. Hiram, king of Tyre. 

3. The Lord. 

4. He had been reared amidst god- 
liness. 

5. He makes a glad father. 

6. By correcting him and _ insisting 
upon his obedience. 

7. It is right. 

8. Moses; Samuel. 

9. Eli (see 1 Sam. 3:13). 

10. Timothy. 

NortTH PatM BEAcH, FLA. 





The Young People’s Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, May 14 
2. Ruth—Example of Loyalty 
(Book of Ruth) 
yrighted by the International 


hristian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


Topics are co 
Society of 


HIS second in the series of three 

Bible biographies brings to us the 
true story of a young woman who lived 
more than thirteen hundred years be- 
fore Christ. Her name means either 
“friendship” or “comely”—perhaps to- 
day we would call her “good look- 
ing.” But Ruth, as we shall see, was 
comely in more than her appearance. 
Her love for and devotion to her 
mother-in-law, and her loyalty to her 
husband’s people and their God gave 
her a beauty of character that has en- 
deared her to all who have read her 
simple story down through the years. 


ve 


When she appears in the Book of the 
Bible that bears her name, she was a 
widow, a native of the land of Moab, 
which lay east of the Dead Sea. Some 
years before Ruth’s story begins, a man 
named Elimelech, a native of Judah, 
with his wife and two sons had mi- 
grated to Moab because of a famine 
that plagued Judah. The Moabites were 
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descendants of Lot, the nephew of 
Abraham, through an incestuous union 
of Lot and his eldest daughter. The 
Moabites had been antagonistic to the 
Israelites for years, refusing passage 
through their land when the Israelites 
were journeying from Egypt to the 
Promised Land. Nevertheless the two 
sons of Elimelech married two Moabite 
girls, Ruth and Orpah. 


bd 


But before long, Elimelech died. 
Then the two sons died. Naomi, Elim- 
elech’s widow, hearing that times were 
better in Judah, decided to return to 
her own country, and, at first, both 
daughters-in-law decided to go with her. 
Naomi, however, sought to dissuade 
them, advising them to return to their 
own families. Orpah was persuaded, 
but Ruth determined to stay with 
Naomi, making that declaration of loy- 
alty that has become loved and admired 
wherever Ruth’s story is known: 

“Intreat me not to leave thee, or to 
return from following after thee: for 
whither thou goest, I will go; and where 
thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people 
shall be my people, and thy God my 
God: Where thou diest, will I die, and 
there will I be buried: the Lord do so to 
me, and more also, if ought but death 
part thee and me” (Ruth 1:16, 17). 


we 


And so the two women journeyed to 
Bethlehem where they were welcomed 
by the townsfolk, and they took up 
their new life in the village. Poor 
Naomi, however, in her complaint to 
the villagers that “the Almighty hath 
dealt very bitterly with me. I went 
out full, and the Lord hath brought me 
home again empty,” did not seem to 
realize that part of her trouble, at least, 
had been lack of trust on the part of 
herself and Elimelech that God could 
take care of them in Bethlehem, and 
their self-effort to find a solution in a 
heathen land. 

b 4 


Ruth’s loyalty and devotion to Naomi 
did not end with her arrival in Bethle- 
hem. It seems evident from Naomi’s 
words that they had nothing on which 
to live. Since it was harvest time, Ruth 
asked her mother-in-law’s permission to 
gather grain that the reapers inevitably 
dropped as they were harvesting the 
crops. This was considered at the time 
the privilege of the poor and needy. 
By the providence of God, Ruth chose 
the field of a well-to-do farmer who 
was a relative of Elimelech’s. Her 
gleaning not only brought in food, but 
it also brought Ruth to the attention of 
Boaz, who had heard of her kindness 
and devotion to. Naomi. 


se 


Under the laws of Israel, as given by 
God through Moses, every Israelite had 
a part or inheritance in the land. Evi- 
dently the inheritance of Elimelech and 
his sons had either been sold or mort- 
gaged when he migrated to Moab and 
had passed into the hands of others 
during his absence. The law provided, 











But...WELCOME PTL 


Pocket Testament League Moves on to 


SOUTH AMERICA 


God is calling PTL to South America at one of the most critical hours In the | 


history of that vast Continent. 

137,000,000 people in 13 countries are poised for a great thrust forward, 
They look to the future with determination and hope. 

The forces of democracy in South America are laboring earnestly to solve the 
difficult political, social and economic problems. But Communist influences 
are also busily engaged in fomenting discord and revolution. This is an hour 
when Christians of our country should unitedly pray for a great movement of the 
Spirit of God in South America as our PTL teams begin a continent-wide 
Scripture distribution and evangelization campaign in hearty cooperation with 
the noble army of missionaries and national Christians in each country. 

Enemies of human freedom and of the Gospel of God’s grace may seek to 
interfere with our teams in this great task. We need your prayers for their 
safety and your generous support to provide ample supplies of Scriptures in 
the new Spanish and Portuguese texts. 


CHINA * JAPAN * KOREA « AFRICA « EUROPE 
and NOW SOUTH AMERICA 


Alfred A. Kunz, International Director 


POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 


Dept.S, 49 Honeck Street, Englewood, New Jersey 
@00000008 008808888888 08088880888 28808888888 088888888 














*. e 
° Please send me further information on the new South America Campaign 2 
a * 
¢ =—s Name ° 
3 

$ «Address ° 
° ° 
e City Zone____State. 2 
* 9 
@ 8 
® * 


(15) 351 


| 
| 
t 
} 
i 






however, that in such a case a relative 
could, by payment of the price and the 
accumulated charges, redeem the land 
and thus perpetuate the family posses- 
sion. The law also directed the nearest 
kinsman of a man who had died to 
marry the man’s widow and to raise up 
a firstborn son to perpetuate the name 
of his relative. 
we 


Naomi, knowing the law of her land 
and realizing that Boaz was a kinsman, 
wisely directed Ruth in a course of ac- 
tion that ultimately brought before 
Boaz his privilege and responsibility, 
and led him to take the place of a re- 
deemer-kinsman and to buy up the 
lapsed inheritance of Elimelech and his 
sons, and to marry Ruth. From this 
union came a son who was the grand- 
father of David, and therefore in the 
line through which the Lord Jesus was 
born into the world many years later. 


sg 


There are many interesting and profit- 
able studies in this little Book of 
Ruth. One such shows the remarkable 
parallel between Boaz and Ruth, and 
the Lord Jesus and fallen man. By re- 
deeming man from the bondage of sin 
and restoring him to his inheritance as 
a son of God (John 1:12), Christ shows 
Himself. to be our Kinsman-redeemer, 
and Ruth becomes a type of the Church 
gathered from among the Gentiles to 
become a member of the household of 
God. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


we 


The Significance of Pentecost 
(Continued from page 339) 


was “shed forth” on the Day of Pente- 
cost. 

Pentecost (which word denotes the 
number fifty) was the central festival 
of the seven Jewish feasts celebrated 
each year. It took place fifty days after 
the Passover, and commemorated the 
ingathering of the fruits of the harvest. 
If the Passover Feast served to repre- 
sent Calvary, then how fitting that the 
Feast of Harvests (or the Feast of 
Weeks) should have stood to represent 
Pentecost; for you will remember that 
the Pentecostal age began and has con- 
tinued with the harvest from the “corn 
of wheat” that fell into the ground and 
died at Calvary. 

Thus we observe that Pentecost cli- 
maxes an important phase of the great 
program of redemption, and signifi- 
cantly combines the harvest work of 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Notice, 
in the first place, how that Pentecost 
was: 


I. THE HisTORICAL FULFILLMENT OF 
THE PROMISE OF THE FATHER 
Jesus had commanded His disciples 
that they should “wait for the promise 
of the: Father” (Acts 1:4). This pe- 


culiar and unprecedented work of the 
Spirit had been long promised by God. 
It was indeed the promise of the Father. 
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In. the Old Testament, Isaiah (32:15 and 
44:3), Ezekiel (39:29), Joel (2:28), and 
Zechariah (12:10) 
promise of the Father. 

In the New Testament, Jesus ex- 
pressly declared: “If ye then, being 
‘evil, know how to give good gifts unto 
your children: how much more shall 
your heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit to them that ask him” (Luke 11: 
13). And later Jesus said: “I will pray 
the Father, and he shall give you an- 
other Comforter, that he may abide 
with you for ever” (John 14:16). But 
in no passage is the promise of the 
Father more concise, definite, and posi- 
tive than in the Prophecy of Joel, from 
which Peter quoted on the Day of 
Pentecost. 

1. The Promise—This is_ clearly 
stated: “It shall come to pass in the last 
days, saith God, I will pour out of my 
Spirit upon all flesh” (Acts 2:17). Mark 
the accuracy, certainty, and universality 
of this wonderful statement. “In the 
last days”—how accurate is God’s prom- 
ise! “I will pour out of my spirit”’—the 
certainty of the promise; “upon all 
flesh”—the universality of the promise. 

2. The Fulfillment.—This is equally 
clear. Peter declared: “This is that 
which was spoken by the prophet Joel” 
(v. 16). A close study shows that there 
was to be an immediate as well as an 
ultimate fulfillment. 

a. The immediate fulfillment included: 
Visions for the young. “Your young 
men shall see visions” (v. 17). Dr. 
Campbell Morgan points out that a 
vision is “something seen by a watcher.” 
God’s intention for young people in this 
age of the Spirit is that they should be 
men and women of vision. That is to 
say, they should be men and women 
who are always watching for the oppor- 
tunities and possibilities of service for 
God. Indeed, such an observant atti- 
tude is the evidence of being Spirit- 
filled. 

Dreams for the old. “Your old men 
shall dream dreams” (v. 17). Here 
again, Dr. Campbell Morgan says that 
a dream is “something seen by the 
sleeper.” While young men should be 
watching, old men should be resting: 
in other words, giving time to thinking, 
writing, and advising. 

Prophecy for all. “Your sons and 
your daughters [also servants and hand- 
maidens] shall prophesy” (vv. 17, 18). 
The New Testament prophets are wit- 
nesses in speech, and are to be men 
and women, bond and free. The Holy 
Spirit came to scorch and burn and 
destroy the false divisions that existed. 
He came to recognize humanity, irre- 
spective of caste or sex—‘“Sons and 
daughters, bondslaves and _ hand- 
maidens.” He came to find in and 
through human channels, like you and 
me, the medium for expressing a pro- 
phetic message of life in a world of 
death. 

b. The Ultimate Fulfillment.—The ul- 
timate fulfillment of the promise of the 
Father is yet to be. It will coincide 
with what the Prophet Joel calls “that 
great and notable day of the Lord” 
(Acts 2:20). But before that day ar- 











had foretold the 





rives, the Holy Spirit will “shew won- 
ders in heaven above, and signs in the 
earth beneath” (v. 19). 

Do you see that the fulfillment of the 
promise of the Father invests Pentecost 
with a significance that is both com- 
forting and challenging? Has the prom- 
ise of the Father been fulfilled in your 
life? 

In the next place, I want you to see 
how that Pentecost was: 


II. THe HistoricAL BESTOWMENT OF 
THE GIFT OF THE SON 

Speaking of the ascended Christ, 
Peter declared: “Therefore being by 
the right hand of God exalted, and 
having received of the Father the prom- 
ise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed 
forth this, which ye now see and hear” 
(v. 33). And because of this bestow- 
ment of the Son, Peter later in his 
sermon could exhort his hearers to “re- 
ceive the gift of the Holy Ghost” (vy, 
38). 

The Lord Jesus had taken great care, 
in His memorable upper room discourse, 
to name the gift that He was so soon 
to bestow. The name He chose was that 
of “the Comforter” (John 14:16), which 
literally means, “One called alongside 
to help.” For three and one-half years, 
the Saviour Himself had been along- 
side His disciples to help. Now the 
time had come to leave them, and yet 
not to leave them, for the Comforter 
was coming to make real in them all 
that Jesus had been to them. So Pen- 
tecost marked the bestowal of the gift 
of the Holy Ghost as: 

1. Indweller—For Jesus had said: “He 

. shall be in you” (John 14:17). In 
this way the person and work of the 
Lord Jesus was made real in His dis- 
ciples. As to His person, Jesus assures 
His own that in the Holy Ghost He 
would come to them. “I will not leave 
you comfortless: I will come to you” 
(John 14:18). As to His work, Jesus 
assured His own that the Holy Spirit 
“shall receive of mine, and shall shew it 
unto you” (John 16:14). But not only 
was He to be indweller but He was to 
act also as: 

2. Instructor—Jesus said, “He shall 
teach you all things, and bring all things 
to your remembrance, whatsoever I 
have said unto you” (John 14:26). In 
this way the truth and glory of Christ 
were to be made real to His disciples. 
As to the truth, Jesus assured His own 
that: “When he, the Spirit of truth, is 
come, he will guide you into all truth” 
(John 16:13). As to the glory, Jesus 
assured His own that: “He shall glorify 
me: for he shall receive of mine, and 
shall shew it unto you” (John 16:14, 
15). Indweller, instructor, yes, and: 

3. Inspirer—Jesus said: “Ye shall re- 
ceive power, after that the Holy Ghost 
is come upon you: and ye shall be wit- 
nesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and 
in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto 
the uttermost part of the earth” (Acts 
1:8). In this way the power and serv- 
ice of Christ were to be made real by 
His disciples. As to the power, Jesus 
assured His own that “when he is come, 
he will reprove the world of sin, and of 
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righteousness, and of judgment” (John 
16:8). As to the service, Jesus assured 
His own that “he that believeth on me, 
the works that I do shall he do also; 
and greater works than these shall he 
do; because I go unto my Father” (John 
14:12). 

So Pentecost was the historical be- 
stowment of the gift of the Son. Tell 
me, has that fact of history become a 
fact of experience? Do you know any- 
thing of the Holy Spirit as an indweller, 
instructor and inspirer? 

In the last place, I want you to mark 
how that Pentecost was: 


III. THe HistoricaAL COMMENCEMENT 
OF THE AGE OF THE SPIRIT 

While it is true that the Holy Spirit 
was active in Old Testament days and 
also during our Lord’s earthly days, it 
is at the same time clear that the Age 
of the Spirit commenced on the Day 
of Pentecost. The Word of God reveals 
that, before Pentecost, “the Holy Ghost 
was not yet given; because that Jesus 
was not yet glorified”. (John 7:39). But 
once the Saviour was exalted to the 
right hand of the Majesty on high, the 
Spirit descended to inaugurate a new 
age. So we read that “when the day 
of Pentecost was fully come ... sud- 
denly there came a sound from heaven 
as of a rushing mighty wind .. . and 
there appeared .. . cloven tongues like 
as of fire” (Acts 2:1-3). 

In those two symbols of wind and 
fire, we have expressed the peculiar 
ministry of the Holy Spirit in this age. 

1. The Wind.—This speaks of the Spir- 
it’s regenerating power. There can be 
no doubt of this, once we have read 
the third chapter of the Gospel of John. 
Speaking to Nicodemus, Jesus said: 
“The wind bloweth where it listeth, 
and thou hearest the sound thereof, 
but canst not tell whence it cometh, 
and whither it goeth: so is every one 
that is born of the Spirit” (v. 8). To 
the instructed ear, therefore, the sound 
of wind is articulate with the message 
of regeneration—new life, new birth, 
and new liberty. 

Of course, the regenerating activity 
of the Spirit was in operation before 
Pentecost, but not in the same degree 
or for the same purpose. God’s pur- 
pose in this age of the Spirit has been 
not only to regenerate individuals, but 
to unite all such individuals into one 
body of life, liberty, and love; in other 
words, to bring into being the Church. 
This work began on the Day of Pente- 
cost, when three thousand souls were 
regenerated. Since then, the quicken- 
ing has continued with daily additions 
to the Body of Christ. 

Even Ezekiel the prophet foresaw this 
day, when in vision he pictured men 
and women, dead in trespasses and 
Sins, like a valley of dry bones. Then 
came the wind of God, and we read 
“the breath came into them, and they 
lived, and stood upon their feet, an 
exceeding great army” (Ezek. 37:10). 

Have you ever been caught up in the 
life-giving wind of God? Do you know 
what it is to be regenerated, or born 
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again? Is Pentecost real to you in this 
respect? j 

2. The Fire—This speaks of the Spir- 
it’s refining power. Before Pentecost, 
John the Baptist, speaking of Jesus, 
declared: “He shall baptize you with 
the Holy Ghost, and with fire” (Matt. 
3:11). In the last analysis, fire refines, 
and therefore accurately symbolizes the 
refining work that the Holy Spirit is 
seeking to do in this age. He is not 
only calling out a people for God’s 
name (Acts 15:14) but He is cleaning 
up a people for His name. Paul tells 
us that we are being changed into the 
image of Christ “from glory to glory, 
even as from the Lord the Spirit” (2 
Cor. 3:18, A.S.V.). And the Spirit will 
not be satisfied until He has produced 
“a glorious church, not having spot, or 
wrinkle, or any such thing” (Eph. 5: 
27). 

To what extent is this refining work 
operating in your life? Is the dross in 
your life being daily consumed by the 
Spirit’s unquenchable fire? Is your life 
aglow with the warmth and light of 
the divine flame? 

We have surveyed the historical sig- 
nificance of Pentecost. We have seen 
that Pentecost historically marks the 
fulfillment of the promise of the Father, 
the bestowment of the gift of the Son, 
and the commencement of the age of 
the Spirit. If the sin of the Old Testa- 
ment was the rejection of the Father 
and the sin of the New Testament was 
the rejection of the Son, then the sin of 
the present age is the rejection of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Let us therefore beware lest we over- 
look or ignore the historical and con- 
sequential significance of Pentecost. I 
repeat, let us beware lest we neglect 
the “so great salvation” that is bound 
up for us in the promise of the Father, 
the gift of the Son, and this Gospel 
age of the Spirit. 


ye 
The Crisis in World Missions 


(Continued from page 343) 


alternative—the self-aggressive type— 
may reach the point of no return and 
precipitate aggressive wars. The last 
few decades loudly warn us against un- 
derestimating the destructive nature of 
this kind of nationalism. The records 
of Italian Fascism, German Hitlerism, 
and Japanese Shintoism all speak for 
themselves. It is ever contemptuous of 
the rights of smaller, weaker nations. 
This then is nationalism, as Toynbee 
defines it, “the worship of collective 
human power within local limits.”4 De- 
spite its myths and realities, its truths 
and errors, it is a contemporary phenom- 
enon of incalculable emotional force. 


NATIONALISM IN TODAY’S WORLD 


From whence has nationalism come? 
There are those who would say that 
the world is in social revolution chiefly 
because of the ideas that have been 
spread by the Western imperialistic na- 
tions through their economic exploita- 
tion, their missionaries, and their su- 
periority in material culture. 


These ideas, it is said, have awakened 
peoples from the torpor of the past. 
They gradually became aware of them- 
selves and their exploitation by the 
white man. Previously they had largely 
accepted misery, poverty, ignorance, 
and disease as their lot—the same tragic 
circumstances their parents and grand- 
parents experienced before them. But 
they have now come to realize that the 
white races, whom thy have found to 
be no better than themselves, have 
largely solved these problems in their 
own countries. Why should they con- 
tinue to be exploited so that these for- 
eigners can be made more comfortable? 
Why not throw overboard the role of 
cultural inferiority? Why not get rid of 
the white man while imitating his 
ways? Why not be free to use the re- 
sources of their own country to bene- 
fit their own people? 


While the above may satisfy as a 
general explanation for the emergence 
of nationalism, the evangelical Christian 
should view the problem in the larger 
context of present world history. What 
direction is the world taking? In de- 
scribing the current international situ- 
ation, Toynbee has emphatically stated: 
“I believe it is a foregone conclusion 
that the world is going to be wre 
politically in the near future. 
think the big and really PERM 
political issue today is, not whether the 
world is soon going to be unified politi- 
cally, but in which of two alternative 
possible ways this rapid unification is 
going to come about.”5 It is in the light 
of this rapid movement toward world- 
wide political unification that we should 
view the phenomenon of nationalism, 
for there are those who argue that the 
very- presence of nationalism indicates 
the drift toward world government. 
This may seem contradictory. Is not 
nationalism the deadly foe of interna- 
tionalism? Do not nationalistic move- 
ments represent the desires of peoples, 
long subjugated, to have their own sep- 
arate existence? Do they not represent 
progress in the best sense of the term? 


There is another reason, however, for 
the rise of nationalism. The self-ex- 
pressive type of nationalism, by its 
very tendency to drift toward aggres- 
siveness, is an expression of a sense of 
inferiority and insecurity. They repre- 
sent the struggles of minority cultures 
and races to maintain their separate- 
ness and distinctiveness in a world that 
is moving toward cultural unity. Mi- 
nority groups that have been buffeted 
down through the years, and have been 
the pawns of powerful states, have ex- 
perienced an accumulation of frustra- 
tion. Were they never going to become 
free that they might “be themselves”? 

With the breakdown of colonial em- 
pires following World War II they saw 
their opportunity. The time had come 
for them to strike out for a separate 
existence. Their desire to succeed was 
exceeded only by their determination 
to survive in a world torn by the titanic 
struggles of the massive power blocs 
of the day. These minority groups 
withdraw into themselves, seeking to 
return, psychologically speaking, to the 
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security and shelter of the womb of 
their ancient tribal life and religion, real 
or idealized. One of the dangers of na- 
tionalistic movements is that they may 
in the end pervert themselves by giving 
themselves up to the idolatrous worship 
of their newly formed nation-states. 
Their nationalism then becomes their 
religion. 

‘The religious aspects of nationalism 
become increasingly more apparent 
every day. Nationalism appears to 
meet certain fundamental needs of a 
man’s nature: his desire for purpose in 
life, his need for individual significance, 
and his craving for security. Its evan- 
gelists call out, “Save our national com- 
munity. You belong to us, we belong to 
you. We are racially and culturally 
superior to others. Let us face the crises 
of our day together. We have survived 
upheavals in the past; we shall do so 
again.” These basic hungerings in a 
man’s heart become especially insistent 
at a time of upheaval such as the world 
is experiencing today. Certainly in its 
religious aspect this is something with 
which Christians should have nothing 
to do. They and the Church should 
stand in judgment on the idolatrous 
worship of man. They should affirm 
that God and God alone should be wor- 
shiped. 

All this is of tremendous significance 
to the evangelical Christian. The Bibli- 
cal revelation of the climax of human 
history contains affirmations of these 
things. Christ Himself predicted the 
latter day resurgence of Israel and the 
Gentile nations.6 Toynbee speaks of 
future world government. The Bible 
states that before the Day of God there 
will emerge in the earth a final ex- 
pression of mankind’s age-long apostasy 
—Antichrist’s Kingdom. Nationalism 
but heralds the dawn of man’s world 
government and its worship of collective 
man on a world-wide scale. The in- 
crease of nationalism is but an ominous 
indication of the lateness of the hour. 
Its presence should challenge Christians 
as never before to accelerate the evan- 
gelization of the world. 

(To be continued) 


1 This ju ent by Boyd C. Shafer pose 
in his significant work, Nationalism: a 
Reality, arcourt, Brace and el oy ee 
York, 1955. 


2 This classification is widely used. The World 
Mission of the Church, International Missionary 
Council, 1939, New York. 

8 M.A.C. Warren, in-his article “Nationalism as 
an International Asset’’ defines nationalism in its 

lest sense as “the self-conscious assertion by 
a people of its own individuality in relation to 
other peoples.’ The International Review of 
Missions, ol. XLIV, No. 176, page 387, October, 
9 

PES a Arnold: Christianity Among the Re- 
gions of World, pp. 14, 15, 53, Charles 

a nl Sons, 1957, New York. 

5 Toynbee, Arnold: Civilization on Trial, 
127, University Press, 1948, New York. 


*“The fig tree, and all the trees” (Luke 21: 


29-33). 
we 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Our Father 
(Continued from page 338) 


Gospel all over the world. But before 
He went, He promised that He’d come 
back again, and that this time He would 
come as King and set up His Kingdom. 
And it’s then that He shall reign for 
ever and ever.” 

“And it is then that ‘at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, of things 
in heaven, and things in earth, and 
things under the earth; and that every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord, to’the glory of God the Father,’” 
quoted Miss MacDonald. “We pray to- 
day that His name may be hallowed; 
at that day every knee shall bow to 
His name, and every tongue shall con- 
fess Him Lord. Yes, that is the day of 
the coming of His Kingdom; and it is 
for that day that the Saviour has taught 
us to pray. 

“But there’s more meaning than just 
that to this prayer, ‘Thy kingdom 
come.’ ” 

The children smiled. They were be- 
ginning to get used to Miss MacDonald’s 
finding hidden meanings in just about 
everything since they had started study- 
ing the Lord’s Prayer. 

“What is the first way that each of us 
can make sure that God’s Kingdom will 
come, at least as far as we are con- 
cerned?” asked Miss MacDonald. 

No one answered for a minute. 

“T’ll give you a hint,” prompted the 
teacher. “Here are some words of Jesus 
that may help you. He said once, 
‘The kingdom of God is within you.’ 
Now can you answer my question?” 

“I think I can,” volunteered Carol. 
“We can make sure that God’s Kingdom 
will come by asking the Lord Jesus to 
come into our hearts. 

“Exactly, Carol,” replied Miss Mac- 
Donald. “Whenever a child takes the 
Lord Jesus as his Saviour—or a grown- 
up, either, for that matter—a little bit 
of God’s Kingdom has come on earth, 
for the Lord Jesus is now Lord and 
King of that person. So that’s the first 
way we can help God’s Kingdom to 
come: we can make Jesus Christ King 
of our hearts and minds and wills. 

“And then we can let Him rule! That 
may sound strange, but it is true. It is 
quite possible for a child to receive the 
Lord Jesus as Saviour, to ask Him to 
forgive and cleanse from sin, but never 
to make Him King. If we keep right 
on wanting our own way instead of 
God’s way, and doing our own will in- 
stead of His, and thinking more of our- 
selves than of worshiping and obeying 
Him, He may be our Saviour, but He 
is most certainly not our King. How 
many know what I mean?” 

The children nodded, a little shame- 
facedly. They knew, all right! 

“Jesus knew, too,” said Miss MacDon- 
ald comfortingly. “He knew how easy 
it is to say ‘Thy kingdom come,’ and 
how hard it is really to let Him be 
King in our hearts and lives. That is 
one reason why He taught us to pray 
with all our hearts, ‘Thy kingdom come.’ 
While we are praying for that great 


day to come when He shall be King of 
kings and Lord of lords, we are also 
praying, ‘May Thy rule increase in my 
heart, so that Thy Kingdom there shall 
be stronger and greater every day.’” 


“I never knew that ‘Thy kingdom 
come’ meant all that!” said Patsy, won- 
deringly. 

“It means all that, and one thing 
more,” replied Miss MacDonald. “If 
we have made Him King of our 
lives, and daily pray that His Kingdom 
there may increase, and pray also for 
that wonderful day to come when He 
shall come in all His power and glory, 
can you think of something else we 
should be very careful to do?” 


“We should pray for all those who are 
helping to speak the news of His King- 
dom on earth,” responded Virginia. 
“Missionaries, and people like that.” 

“Yes, indeed we should,” agreed Miss 
MacDonald. “Who else besides mission- 
aries are spreading God’s good news of 
His Kingdom?” 

“Ministers in churches?” 
Peter. 

“And Sunday school teachers—and 
maybe day school teachers, too?” won- 
dered Anne. 


“Yes, all these people, and more. 
Everyone who belongs to the Lord 
Jesus, who has been born into God's 
family and adopted as His child, is a 
member of the Kingdom of God,” re- 
plied Miss MacDonald. All of us should 
be busy spreading the good news of 
God’s Kingdom wherever we go. We 
should pray for one another, and see 
that we do our part in spreading God's 
Word. After all, it is no use to pray 
‘Thy kingdom come,’ and then sit back 
and do nothing about it, is it? When 
the Lord Jesus tells us to pray ‘Thy 
kingdom come,’ He wants us to help 
Him to spread His Kingdom through- 
out the whole world. And once again, 
in praying this prayer for His glory, 
we are really praying for our own 
good, too; for our highest happiness and 
greatest good will be found in serving 
our King faithfully, and in being ready 
to welcome Him when He comes.” 


queried 





Our Father in Heaven, we ask that 
each one of us may truly ask the Lord 
Jesus to let His Kingdom come in our 
hearts, and to be our Saviour and Lord. 
Forgive us that so often we want our 
own way instead of being willing to let 
Thee rule in our hearts and minds. 
Teach us to truly make the Lord Jesus 
King of our lives, and to obey Him in 
everything. Bless all those who are 
spreading Thy Gospel throughout the 
earth; and teach us, too, to help Thy 
Kingdom to come by telling others about 
Thee, and by living as true Christians 
should. We ask it in Jesus’ name, 
Amen. 

(To be continued) 





This series “The Lord’s 
Prayer” by E Margaret Clarkson will be pub- 
lished in Leek form, in the summer of 1961 
by Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand 
Rapids 8, Mich., and permission to serialize 
— has been granted to The Sunday School 
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To Help Missionaries 
Send Bulletin Letters 


NE of the missionaries’ problems 
is how to get their bulletin letters 
copied and distributed to the friends 
on their mailing lists. A young Chris- 
tian man, Richard L. Shope, knowing 
of this, has formed Missions, Inc., for 
the express purpose of doing this for 
missionaries. 
ization, incorporated in Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Shope has written and repro- 
duced by offset a letter explaining his 
plan and giving prices and other de- 
tails. He will be glad to send this to 
any missionary who is interested. Ad- 
dress inquiries to Richard L. Shope, 
Missions, Inc., R.D. 2, Zion Road., Belle- 
fonte, Pa. 


Along the Trail of ‘98 With the 
Christian Fellowship Party 


KAGWAY (a name that comes from 

the Alaska Indian name “Skagua” 
meaning “North Wind”) is more than 
a thousand miles northwest of Seattle 
and Vancouver. It is the northernmost 
point that will be reached by steamer 
along the Inland Passage to Alaska on 
the twenty-second Christian Fellowship 
Tour this summer. This little town lies 
at the head of Lynn Canal, and nestles 
snugly among snow-capped mountain 
peaks four to six thousand feet high. 
It was from this point that thousands 
of gold prospectors set out on foot over 
White Pass to the headwaters of the 
Yukon River. In the spring of 1898, 
Skagway grew from a little village to 
a city of 15,000 people, all drawn to 
the northland by the lure of Klondike 
gold. 

At Skagway the Christian Fellow- 
ship Party will entrain for a scenic 
ride to Carcross in Yukon Territory, 
Canada, some 69 miles farther north. 
Following the pioneer trail of ’98, the 
scenery is rugged and awe inspiring. 
At Inspiration Point, 2400 feet above 
sea level, may be seen a marvelous 
panoramic view, including the jagged 
Sawtooth Mountains,  glacier-topped 
Mount Pinnacle, and the Lynn Canal 
in the distance. Camera enthusiasts 
will have excellent opportunities to 
take many unusual pictures on this 
day. 

The train will also stop at the town 
of Bennett which, in the Gold Rush 
days, had a population of 10,000 but 
now is only a ghost town. It was here 
that the stampeders built their rafts 
and crude boats in which they con- 
tinued the journey down Lake Ben- 
nett to Carcross and thence into Lake 
Taggish and on to the headwaters of 
the Yukon River. For twenty-six miles 
the railroad follows the eastern shore 








God is looking for men on whom He 
can put the weight of all His love and 
power and faithful promises—A. B. 
Simpson. 


It is a nonprofit organ- — 


of the sometimes mirrorlike waters of 
Lake Bennett. The mountains that 
tower a full mile above its shores are 
dusky rose in color, and are dotted 
with beautiful wild flowers. 

Included in this year’s tour are stops 


with overnight accommodations, one or_ 


more at Seattle, Wash.; Victoria, B. C.; 
Lake Louise and Banff, with sightseeing 
tours arranged around them; Portland, 
Oreg.; Vancouver; Mt. Rainier; Mult- 
nomah Falls; Bonneville Dam; and 
Emerald Lake in the Canadian Rockies. 
An illustrated folder is available to 
those who will send a card to Mr. 
Harry J. Jaeger, The Sunday School 
Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 
5, Pa. Mr. Jaeger, a director of the 
Times, will with Mrs. Jaeger, accom- 
pany the tour party throughout. To 
be assured of a reservation immediate 
applications should be made because 
places available to the Christian Fel- 
lowship Tour on the ship are limited. 
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How Can Ezekiel 18... ? 
(Continued from page 338) 


tivity, and to stir up their faith by 
pointing to a national restoration that 
was to come. But lest the exiles take 
refuge in looking upon their sufferings 
merely as the consequences of the sins 
of others, God sought through Ezekiel 
to lead the people to true repentance 
and an acknowledgment of their own 
personal guilt. While God does visit the 
sins of the fathers upon the children 
(Exod. 20:5), this does not excuse the 
individual from his own personal re- 
lationship to God. 

However, with the coming of the 
Lord Jesus and His death upon the 
cross, as Paul points out so clearly in 
his Epistle to the Galatians, a new re- 
lationship between sinful man and a 
righteous God has been established. No 
longer is man, as under the Law, faced 
with the dilemma of trying to establish 
his own righteousness by keeping the 
Law. Now under grace, he is redeemed 
from the Law because the Lord Jesus has 
perfectly kept it, and His righteousness 
is imputed to the believer who is thus 
freed both from the curse and from the 
dominion of the Law (Gal. 3:13; 4:5-7). 

Therefore, whereas Ezekiel rightly 
called upon Israel to obey God’s right- 
eous law or suffer certain judgment, 
God’s word to individual believers to- 
day is to look upon the perfect Lamb 
that He has supplied as an atonement 
for sin, to believe in Him, and to receive 
eternal life (John 3:14-16), and to walk 
in the Spirit, and not under the Law 
(Gal. 5:16, 18). 

This Maine reader should point out 
to her friend that the salvation of her 
relatives is not dependent upon their 
church membership or their Christian 
walk, commendable though these may 
be. If they have believed on Christ as 
God’s Son and their personal Saviour, 
they have been born again and have 
eternal life (John 1:12, 13). The Lord 
Jesus has said, “My Father, which gave 
them me, is greater than all; and no 


man [none] is able to pluck them out 
of my Father’s hand” (John 10:29). 
God in His faithfulness will chasten 
the backslider to bring him to repent- 
ance and restoration (Heb. 12:6, 11). 
If the church membership and seeming 
Salvation was not accompanied by an 
honest belief in and acceptance of Christ 
Jesus as Saviour, then such individuals 
do not and never have had eternal life 
because they have not the Son (John 
3:36). 
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Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 


A Treasury of Funeral Messages. By 
John R. Chiles. (Baker Book House, 
Grand Rapids 6. Mich., $2.50.) “The 
conducting of funerals is a delicate task 
that is worthy of careful study, as to 
what is right and proper.” The author 
has had long experience as a pastor. 
For twenty-nine years he was the un- 
dershepherd of a Baptist Church at 
Rogersville, Tenn. For the last sixteen 
years he has labored in Florida. The 
book is introduced by two well-known 
ministers. First by John R. Sampey, 
former President of Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, of Louisville, 
Ky., and also by Ralph G. Turnbull, 
Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church 
of Seattle, Wash. The author feels 
strongly that a funeral service should 
consist of more than prayer, singing, 
and Scripture. He believes in preach- 
ing a short sermon. The book consists 
of thirty-six of these sermons. An in- 
dication of who the deceased was in 
life is given by each title: “An Aged 
Preacher,” “A Tenant Woman,” “A 
Mother of Fourteen Children,” and so 
on. He reveals himself as a pastor of 
long and rich experience and as a man 
of unusual feeling and compassion for 
people. He believes that “Christ is the 
only Saviour, repentance and faith the 
only way to get to Him, and the obedi- 
ence of a spiritual life the only proper 
testimony to Him.” The book reveals 
the heart of a true undershepherd of 
God’s people. 


The Layman’s Bible Commentary. 
(John Knox Press, Richmond 9, Va., $2. 
each, $1.75 each in groups of 4 or more.) 
Volumes now available: 1. Introduction 
to the Bible; 2. Genesis; 9: Psalms; 12. 
Jeremiah, Lamentations; 14. Hosea, Joel, 
Amos, Obadiah, Jonah; 18. Luke; 20. 
Acts; 22. Galatians, Ephesians, Philip- 
pians, Colossians; 25. 1, 2, 3 John, Jude, 
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Revelation. The publishing arm of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U. SG. 
(Southern) has undertaken the publi- 
cation of a completely new 25-volume 
commentary designed specifically to 
meet the needs of lay Christians, and 
pastors who do not have the time or in- 
clination to work through more tech- 
nically oriented resource materials. Five 
volumes appeared in 1959, four in 1960. 
Several more will be published each 
year, until the project is completed. 
This is an ambitious and worthy effort. 
In Volume I the commentary establishes 
a high view of the Scriptures. “The 
believer says: I am one of those who 
think the Bible is the Word of God. 
And I am certain that I not only think 
this is true; it is true.” A few pages 
farther along the writer says, “We can 
also say that the Bible conveys the 
Word, and that it becomes the Word.” 
Most will agree with this, provided it 
is first recognized that the Bible is the 
Word. Many will feel that the latter 
two concepts are academic in light of 
the first. The writers (most of them 
Presbyterian professors) maintain, in 
the best Reformed tradition, that the 
Bible is inerrant in the original manu- 
scripts. However, they qualify this by 
pointing out that we have only human- 
made Greek and Hebrew copies of the 
origipals, and that most of us are forced 
to depend on man-made translations of 
these. Thus, they hint that our trans- 
lations of the Bible may not be en- 
tirely inerrant. The other published 
volumes do not equally honor the intro- 
ductory volume’s high view. Bible 
students will not agree with all of the 
interpretations, but objective critics will 
admit that the authors have approached 
their subjects with intellectual honesty. 
Evangelicals will not find comfort 
in the exposition of Revelation. Most 
Christians will be alarmed that the au- 
thor of Volume 14 sees Jonah as a par- 
able, not a historical document. Some 
physical characteristics of the volumes 
should be noted. They are compact, 
almost pocket-size books. This is made 
possible because the Scripture text is 
not included. The publishers explain 
that the commentary is designed for 
personal study, with book and Bible 
side by side. The binding is sturdy and 
of a texture to resist the rigors of con- 
stant use. We do hope that the pub- 
lisher has adequately planned to insure 
that the volumes appearing several 
years from now will be just like the 
present ones. The individual price for 
these books is quite modest. However, 
since there are to be 25 of them, the 
price of the complete commentary will 
be sizeable. Readers would do well to 
begin collecting now, adding each year’s 
offerings as they are published. Here 
is a valuable series for the student of. 
the Word who has other resources with 
which to compare interpretations. 


The Must of the Second Birth and 
Other Messages. By Robert G. Lee. 
(Fleming H. Revell Co., Westwood, N. J., 
$2.50.) When a Bible-centered Chris- 
tian journal of wide circulation places 
a long quotation from this recent book 
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on its cover page, we begin to realize 
the value of these messages. So grip- 
ping is the power of Dr. Lee’s sermons, 
and so well-attended are ‘his services, 
that it is hard even at the night services 
to get parking space within blocks of 
Memphis’s Bellevue Baptist Church. 
One marvels at this preacher’s ability 
to use the English language. He has 
given us within these covers six of his 
great sermons, beginning with “Preach- 
ing the Cross,” ending with “The The- 
ology of the Penitent Thief,” and in the 
midst, “The Must of the Second Birth.” 
Of the Cross he says, “We utterly de- 
spair of ever finding any words adequate 
to express so large a fact. Not for one 
moment was the cross an after-thought 
rill, but a full and foreordained river 
coursing through God’s omniscient re- 
demptive purpose.” In discussing’ the 
new birth he says, “A man may be all 
right with his loved ones and all right 
with his friends and all right with his 
neighbors who is all wrong with God. 
And to be wrong with God is tragedy 
beyond words to describe.” In one 
place the author bares his soul and 
shows his travail in bringing comfort 
to men. And yet, through this travail, 
this Spirit-led man, known from coast 
to coast, brings in clear language the 
truth of God. 
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Daily Bible on the International 
Lessons, pens Bd International 
Sunday School sson Committee. 


May 8 to 14 


Mon.—Proverbs 4:1-10. 
A Father’s Instruction. 


Solomon pleads with his children to 
heed his teaching. His father, David, 
had taught him well; and Solomon 
speaks from long experience. In answer 
to prayer God had said, “Lo, I have 
given thee a wise and an understand- 
ing heart” (1 Kings 3:12; 4:29). “Wis- 
dom” and “understanding” are each 
used three times and they mean nearly 
the same thing: a store of knowledge 
and good judgment. As we read, “Wis- 
dom is the principal thing” (Prov. 4:7), 
we must understand that divine wisdom 
is meant. God promises to give it to 
those who ask Him for it (Jas. 1:5). 
Tues.—Proverbs 10:1-10. A Wise Son. 

Every verse contains a contrast, set 
off by “but.” An older writer said it 
was the custom in Solomon’s time for 
a person to state the first part of a 
proverb, and then see whether some- 
one could finish it. That would be a 
good exercise in a family, even at fam- 
ily worship. The father might read 
the first part, and let Mother or a child 
give the second. Children should think 
how their actions will affect Mother 
and Father. Foolishness and wicked- 
ness give Mother and Father a heavy 
heart. Verse 4 compares well with 
Romans 12: 11. 
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Wed.—Genesis 18:16-21. 
The Home of Ab 

God called Abraham His friend (¢ 
41:8). One reason was Abraham’s faith- 
fulness in training his children (Gen, 
18:19). Note that the word “command” 
is used. One of the greatest mistakes 
young parents make today is in not 
beginning early enough to teach thei 
children to obey. Parents represent 
God to the children in their earliest 
years. There were blessings for Abra- 
ham because he trained his children” 
well. 


Thurs.—Genesis 48:8-16. 
Blessing the Grandseuill 

God had changed the name Jacob” 
(contender) to Israel (God commands, 
orders, or rules). Since then Israel had 
been more humble. Old Testament 
blessings had real power; so Israel 
blesses his two grandsons and his son. 
He testifies to the faithfulness of God 
to himself, his father, and grandfather” 
and prays that his grandsons might be™ 
redeemed by the angel who had saved 
him, undoubtedly the Lord Jesus Ch 
A grandfather can wish nothing bett 
than this for his grandchildren, an 
Israel thus sets an example for us t 
day. 
Fri—1 Thessalonians 4:1-8. 

The Purity of the Ho: 

The first part of this chapter is oft 
overlooked. It shows us how to p 
pare for Christ’s coming. Let us ask 
God to enable us to practice it in our 
lives. The world is so wicked that 
children need to be taught about purity 
very young. Paul tells us that if we do 
not obey Bible laws about purity, we 
are insulting God, not men. It is en 
couraging to note the last words in this 
section: “God, who hath also given un 
us his holy Spirit.” From Him comes 
our strength to overcome evil. 4 


Sat.—Ephesians 5:21-33. 
Husbands, Love Your 

The Christian home is built around 
the partnership of husband and wife. 
While the wife is to obey her husband 
(vv. 22-24), yet the husband has a high 
standard set for him in the following ~ 
verses. It is good for a husband and” 
wife sometimes to think back to the 
days when they were engaged, and © 
remember how kind they were to one © 
another. This ought to continue through 
life. The husband should think more ~ 
of what he can do for his wife than of © 
what she can do for him. ; 


Sun.—Ephesians 6:1-9. 
. Children, Obey Your Parents. — 

Two reasons are given here for obe- 
dience: because the Christian family is 
“in the Lord,” and should please Him, ~ 
and because it is right. How simple 
and clear is the phrase “this is right”! © 
This is much better than many of the ~ 
complicated arguments of present-day — 
teachers and psychologists. Paul points ~ 
out that the Fifth Commandment is the © 
first one with a promise. Good advice © 
is here given to fathers and children, ~ 
and our aim should always be to please © 
God. 
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